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Col. John C. Patton Cemetery 


The cemetery is located on the west bank of Patton Creek in the southeast corner of the 
northwest quarter of the northeast quarter section 19, Township 8, north, range 6 west 
Wayne County Mississippi, south of the Industrial Park road. Col. John C. Patton 
| purchased this land and other that was comprised of three hundred and twelve and seven 

hundredth's of an acre (312 7/10) as per deed of record from the United States of America 
and found recorded in Book M, page 279-80 dated March 15, 1854, as per patent 
certificate No. 8925 and signed in the City of Washington by the president of the United 
States of America, Franklin Pierce. The cemetery was visited by myself and Joe Johnson 
on the morning of December 30, 1996 for the purpose of the Wayne County Genealogy 
Organization, Inc., doing a historical study of the grave sites and markers of this old 
pioneer family. The first assesment of the site was indeed a sad one. Joe Johnson and 
Virgil Palmer had scouted the cemetery before and told me of its disgraceful condition. I 
understand that Gene Kelley had visited the site too. The beautiful marble headstones and 
engraved slabs lay in ruins and scattered. All the grave sites have been dug up by grave 
robbers. Todays visit was only a prelimenary study and I will return again soon to try to 
locate the broken slabs and piece them together to log as many names and grave sites as we 
can. John C. Patton was found in the census of 1830, 1840, 1850, and 1860 in Wayne 
County. The 1860 census listed him as 53 years old and his wife, Mary A. as 43 and 
daughter Indiana as thirteen. With the assessed value of his place being $9000.00. He was 
а farmer. Some of his close neighbors were Archie Graham and Hugh Atchinson. A most 
interesting discovery was made in a certain oil and gas lease corcerning 1400 acres of this 
“soured sediment basin" in the fork of Patton Creek and the Chickasawhay river to a J.M. 
Hughes from C.C. Green and wife Charity Green. This was perhaps some of our earliest 
mineral speculation in the county. The instrument (deed) was dated 1912. This was thirty 
years before oil was discovered here. My son, Dr. Jim Mashburn and myself returned to 
the cemetery on the morning of January 3, 1997, for a more complete examination and 
search for headstones and marble slab pieces to identify those buried there. Mary A. 
Patton, wife of John C. Patton and their son John Olive Patton and daughter Indiana, 
Patton, wife of Dr. Ira Woodward and John H. Dean had been identified on the first visit. 
However Col. John C. Patton had not been found. After much searching in and around 
what seemed to be a brick enclosure I struck an object with my steel prod and exclaimed to 
my son, “Eureka” after uncovering the center section of a white marble slab that had been 
broken off from the top that had previoulsy been discovered bearing the engraving of two 
right hands, joined signifying fidelity. As we quickly washed the engraving on the slab, I 
saw the lettering sacred to the memory of Col. John C. Patton, “I knew we had found 
him.” This completed our search that revealed the final resting place of this man and his 
family. What had been done by the grave robbers by disecrating these graves was an 
abomination and a stink in the nostrils of God. We trust that the Wayne County Board of 
Supervisors will set this area aside with ingress and egress as a memorial to this pioneer 
family. We discovered that the cemetery did have a wire fence around it at one time. The 
remnants are there on the side next to the creek. I would estimate that the measurements 
were about 50 ft x 50 ft. We have flagged the area. We recommend that the cemetery 
simply be marked on some prominent trees with white paint that would encompass the 


areas as a memorial and let the stones lie as they are either fallen or reassembled for 
idenity, that they may not be further disturbed. I agree with others that this very wel] may 
be where Patton Creek received its name. Col. Patton was born in Mississippi in 1807 In 
Wayne County., He was most likely the son of William, Joseph, Arthur or James Patton, 
signers of the petition to form Wayne County in 1808. The following is a list of grave 


markers and their inscription: 


John C. Patton Cemetery 
Industrial Park 


Sacred to the memory of 
John H. 
Beloved son of 
Jerry and Nannie 
Dean 


Born 
Sept 11, 1876 
Died 
January 31, 1893 


Aged 16 years 4 months 20 days 


* And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the 
throne of God and of the Lamb." Revelations 22:1 


Sacred 
to 
the memory of 
John Olive 
Son of Col. John C. And Mary Patton 


He died March 10, 1850 
Aged 9 years and 6 months 


Mary A. 
wife of 
John C. Patton 
born 
In Wayne County, Miss. 
1819 
Died 13, 1871 


Sacred 
to the memory of 
India and her infant. 
Wife and son 
of 

Doct. Ira Woodward 
She was the only daughter of 
Col. John C. And Mary Patton 

and departed this life January 10th 


A.D. 1863, aged 17 years 


«Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth yea, saith the Spirit that they 
may rest from their labor as their works do follow them." 


* Note: India was listed as Indiana in 1850 and 1860 census 
Stone work is of a guardian angel 


Sacred 
to 

the memory of 
Col John C. Patton 
who departed this life 

August 1, 1864 

Aged 57 years, 3 months 
and 25 days. 


“Blessed and Holy is he that hath part in the first resurrecion: on such the second death 
hath no power. God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more 
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall 
there be any more pain." Rev. XX-6, XXI-4 


* Note: Stone work is of a pair of closed hands 


Kindly submitted by: Мг. James Mashburn, Researcher 
Miss Patsy Brewer, General Secretary 
| of the 
Wayne County Genealogy Organization, Inc. 
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The search for land. The search for reli- 
gious freedom. These two desires inspired 
many of our early settlers to leave family 
and friends and cross an ocean to settle in 
an unknown land. By the late 1700's, our 


eastern seaboard was settled and pioneers. 


were pushing westward. Unfriendly Indi- 
ans, mountains, swamps, and rivers 
blocked their paths. In addition, much of 
the attractive land was owned by Spain and 
France. But, the pioneers pressed west- 


ward and the fledgling United States began. 


to negotiate treaties to expand its borders. 


In 1798, Congress created the Missis-. 


sippi Territory from Spanish land obtained 
by the Pinckney Treaty of 1795. Although 
the boundaries of the new territory were 
notthe familiar outline we recognize as our 
state today, they included the present-day 
South Mississippi counties of Covington, 
Forrest, Jeff Davis, Jones, Lamar, Marion, 
Pearl River, Perry, and Stone. Later, the 
boundaries of the Mississippi Territory 
were expanded to include most of present- 
day Alabama and Mississippi. ۱ 

The first counties of the territory lay 
along the Mississippi River. Except for 
towns along theriver, notably Natchez, the 
territory had few white inhabitants. Most 
settlers were either squatters or those who 
claimed land by virtue of prior Spanish, 
French, and English land grants. 

The first land law for the territory, 
passed in March of 1803, validated the 
British, French, and Spanish claims of 
hose who had settled before the Pinckney 
Ггеагу. In 1801 land offices were set up to 
Шом settlers to come into the newly ac- 
juired lands, now known as the “Old 
southwest.” When President James Madi- 
юп authorized the sale at auction of these 
ands in 1816, the Pearl River was used as 
| dividing line. Records of sales refer to 
and as "east of the Pearl” or “west of the 
earl.” The land office for the east was at 
it. Stephens and for the west at Washing- 
on County, both of which are now in Ala- 
ama. 

Early settlers reached the Mississippi 


Beginnings: Passports 
to the Mississippi Territory 


Territory by roads and paths which were 
originally Indian and game trails. One road 
ran from Fort Stoddert on the Tombigbee 
River to Natchez and another from St. 
Stephens to Natchez. 

Many settlers first traveled to 
Milledgeville, Georgia, to secure passports 
to pass through the Indian nation. It may 
seem strange to think that a passport would 


Early settlers reached 
the Mississippi Territory 
by roads and paths 
which were originally 
Indian and game trails. 


be needed for travel through the Gulf Coast 
lands, but in the early days of the territory, 
lands still belonging to the Cherokees and 
Creeks had to be crossed and their permis- 
sion was necessary. Through surviving 
passports we learn the names of the fami- 
lies that crept through the dense forests and 
canebrakes, forded streams or rafted 
across rivers, with children, livestock, and 
all their belongings to find new homes. 
Passports date back to 1795, but during 
the years of the War of 1812, few were 
issued because it was too dangerous to 


travel. By 1820, both Alabama and Missis- 


sippi were states and passports were no 
longer needed. 

The 1816 territorial census, which is 
probably the earliest reference available, 
listed the-heads of households in what was 
Wayne County. Present-day Marion and 
Lawrence Counties were split by the Pearl 
River. Settlers on the west side of the river 
were counted with Amite and Franklin 
Counties, and those living on the east side 
were listed as Wayne County residents. In 
this census there were 262 families listed, 
including 527 white males, 404 white fe- 
males, one free black, and 234 slaves. Sur- 
names appearing more than three times 
(meaning three households, not individu- 
als) were Brown, Cole, Collins, Coo- 
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per, Corby, Crane, Evans, Morris, Parker, 
Patton, Rogers, Slay, Smith, and Strick- 
land. 

By 1820 when the first federal popula- 
tion census was taken, Wayne County had - 
been divided into. Covington, Greene, 


` Lawrence, Marion, and Perry Counties. 


Many Southeast Mississippi families 
originally settled in Virginia. Later genera- 
tions moved down into the Carolinas, es- 
pecially the Pee Dee region and 6 
Orangeburg district of South Carolina. 
Most were of Scotch and English origin. 
The Scots, in particular, were Scotch-Irish, 
a geographical term meaning Scotsmen 
who had lived in Ireland's "Ulster Planta- 
tion" as long ago as the 1500's. Because of 
conflicts over religion and land, many of 
the Scotch-Irish migrated from Ireland to 
the American Colonies. (Today's head- 
lines tell of the continuing conflict in Ire- 
land which originated in these early migra- 
tions of Protestant Scots to Catholic Ul- 
ster.) By the time Mississippi became a 
state, some had already moved into Geor- 
gia and crossed Indian lands to west Geor- 
gia and as far as the Tombigbee River. 

Highland Scots, many of whom moved 
from the eastern shore of North Carolina to 
Mississippi, were supporters of the Eng- 
lish Crown in the Revolutionary War. 
They began moving to Georgia and Ten- 
nessee because of their unpopularity 
among the revolutionaries. 

For more information about early South 
Mississippi settlers, check your local li- 
brary for the territorial and federal cen- 
suses, the two volumes of Georgia pass- 
ports, and Rich Lackey's thesis on land 
sales east of the Pearl. Various family his- 
tories are also available in local libraries. 

South Mississippi Magazine would like 
to hear from its readers. Let us know about 
people and events in this area that interest 
you. Queries about families are solicited 
also, although they cannot be answered in- 
dividually. Address letters to Betty Drake; 
South Mississippi Magazine; P.O. Box 
1750; Hattiesburg, Mississippi 39403. ቀ 
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STATE OF MISSISSIPPI 
DL. ARTMENT OF ARCHIVES AND HIST. ГҮ 
P. O. BOX 571 


JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39205-0571 
April 16, 1987 - 


ELBERT ^ ባዛር ټس‎ f . 


Mr. SHE... Hardee ^ ``. | ix 
Chances: Clerk's Office ® 50,7 0757. . 
Wavemela sunt v Court House жаз E. To ME LUE UE 
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рейв: ‘Hardee: | 


have enclosed your list of Wayne County Judges and Clerks 
fremiNL i17 through 1988, КЕ 


' his list has been derived, unless otherwise noted in the 
body the list, from the Secretary of State's Registers of Com- 
wiüxwxwon.and from the Official and Statistical Registers of Missis- 
sippi.. .There are several gaps in the record especially in regard 
tomšhe purely local courts and clerks, notably. from 1828 to 1836, 
ووع‎ 1838 to 1852, from 1865 to 1869 and from 1924 to 1930. These 
hawe been filled. in where possible from such sources as the Laws "i 
and, particularly, Dunbar Rowland's list of Judges in the 1917 | 
Statistical Register. Тһе Circuit and Chancery Districts have been  — 
determined by a close examination of the laws from 1817 to dates د دق‎ 


Жоо might, from a search in your locally held court records, 
b=. awia to fill in those дара which remain impervious to my efforts. 
D'os o. d Bene that vou will eem) ue such information ea you my. 7 
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Sincerely, ` | | poo 


Michael F. Beard 


Historian 
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Wagne County Courts, 


E ۹ 


1817 8 


."Judges 


‘NAME 
f Powhatan Ellis 


Janek Patton 


Josiah Watts 
Clinch Grag 
Obadiah Hand 
David Williams 
William Howze 
William Howze 
James Patton 


О ла Єл - 


Obadiah Hand 
William King 


James Patton 
Issac Caldwell 


William King 
John Black 


ቃ ` < 
Thomas P. Falconer. 


Daniel. McCaskill 


[No local records available] 
Eli Huston m 


T.S. Stirling 
J.J.H. Morris 
R.S.6. Perkins 
.S. Sterling 
Duaal C. Shaw 
[No local records available] 
` Henry Mounger 
A.B. Dawson 
James Smiley 


Inclusive dates indicate 


1 
* 


(COURT . : . Ed w. 


| “ ፲፪ 
4th Circuit: کے‎ , 
Superior Court 
Chief Justice of 


: Court of Quorum 


Court .of Quorum 
Court of Quorum 
Court. of Quorum 


.. Count ወቶ Quorum 


Court of Guorum 
Judge of Probate Court 
Associate Justice, 


.County Court 


Associate Justice, 
County Court 


“Associate Justice, 


County Court 

Judge of Probate Cour t 
4th. Circuit - Superior 
Court 

Associate Justice, 
County Court 

4th Circuit -—- Superior 
Cour t 

Associate Justice, 


County Count бүз, 
Associate Justices. 


County Court 
4th Circuit - Superior 
Court ^ | 
Sth Circuit Court 

Sth Circuit Court 

Sth Circuit Court 

Sth Circuit Court 
Orphans Court 


Sth Circuit Court 
4th Circuit Court 
Vice-Chancellor, 
District 


Southern 


DATE APPOINTED/ 
ELECTED* 


1818. 


ا وز 161 


272 :1818 
د -1818 

1817 

01819 ^ 
1821 - 
1821 

1822 

— و|چ١‎ 


1822 
1824 - 


1224-1825 + 
1825 


1825 


1826 


1825-1827 
1827 


1828-1836 
4532 


1834 
1835 
17 
1837 
1837 
1 225-1 852 
1241 
1945 
1844-1247 


Сеп. James Patton: obtaining a Historical Marker 


Chickasawhay Chapter, Daughters of the American nevolution, Waynesboro, 
Mrs. John Walters, Project Chairman; Mrs. Jerry Hutto, Vice-chairmen. 


The Chickasawhay Chapter DAR is trying to obtain a Historical Marker 
honoring Gen. James Patton of Winchester, Miss, 


We would like permission from the Winchester Cemetery Assn. to place 
the marker just. outside the gate on the left side. 


From the information I found about Gen. Patton at the Yaynesboro 
Library that I sent to the Mississippi pepartment of Archives & History 
with a letter requesting instructions on how io obtain a marker, Т 
received the following information: 


"I agree with you that this is a tovic that is worthy of & 
historical marker. 


...Unfortunately, due to severe budget cuts, there is no more 

funding (for markers). The Dept. of Archives ë History's Board 
of Trustees is not accepting any requests for state-funded mar- 
Kers but they are processing requests for privately-funded mar- 
vers. The current cost of a historical marker is $875.00 plus 


shipping. " 


For those of you who may not know about Gen James Patton: on 16 Dec. 
1808 he signed a petition to have Wayne Co. formed in the Mississippi 
Territory; the Winchester United Methodist Church was organized in 
1809 and probably met in the home of Gen Patton; he represented 

Wayne Co. at Mississippi's first Constitutional Convention in 1817; 

he was also Mississippi's 2nd Lt. Governor; and during the War of 1812 
he erected a fort at his home, in Winchester. 


Our DAR chapter can not afford to purchase the marker. It is my 
, intention to present this to the Board of Supervisors and ask for 
their help in funding the purchase price of ihe marker. 


would like to make a contri- 
ial Bank Account. Your 
Holyfield will see that 


If the Winchester Cemetery Assn. members 
bution the DAR will place the funds in a spec 
help will be greatly appreciated. Mr. Edward 
I get any money contributed. 


Mrs. John Walters 
1205 Oakland St. 
Waynesboro, MS 39367 
735-9571 
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f known, but he had. passed the meridiun of life. - Нә served his people, 
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Patton. "hey do an extensive business nmounting to $35,000 nnnually, carrying 8 complete 
line of general merchandise Mr. Patton has a pleasant home in Benatobia, which is enliv- 
ened by the presence of his wife and six bright children. In 1877 he married Miss Mary L. 
MoFadden, who was alev а native of Mississippi." Her parents William D. and Eliza A. 
(Neely) McFadden were South Carolinians. The six children born to Mr. and Mrs. Patton 
-are, Аппа L, William L, Agnes E., James V., Mary W. and а little son who ів yet 
unnamed.’ The parents of Mr. Putton, William E. and Agnes A. (Carr) Patton, born Novem- 
ber 27, 1817, and May 30, 1821, respectively, were both natives of South Carolina, James V. 
being tho sixth of their ten children. William E. Patton removed to Tennessee at an early 
age and was educated in that state, being there married in 1840 to Miss Carr, a daughter of 
William and Esther (Boyd) Carr, who were from the Palmetto state. In 1848 Mississippi 
became his home, since which time he has lod the quiet life of a planter on his fine estate cf 
four hundred acres in Tate county. All but one of his children lived to bless his old age. 
He and his family are zzembers of the Pre-byterian church, in which both he and his son, 
James V., are elders. ‘the latter is a wideawake and enterprising man, and has always taken 
great interest in public affairs, being complimented by his fellow-citizens by election to office, 
having been secretary and treasurer of Senatobia tour years and a member of its city council 
Secret societies claim some of bis attention, he being a member of the Knights of Honor and . 
Knights and Ladies of Honor. Не enjoys the confidence of his neighbors as a safe business 
man who has won his present high position by honorable methods as a Christian gentleman. 
J. W. Patton is one of the prominent planters of Itawamba county, Miss. He was born 
in this state July 15, 1843. He is the son of G. W. and Catherine (Reed) Patton. He was 
reared to farm life, and received a practical education in the common schools of his neighbor- 
hood. In 1872 he married Miss Susan C. Martin, a native of Alabama, and a daughter of 
R. Martin and Teressa (Robinson) Martin, both natives of that state, and members of two of 
its most prominent families. To Mr. and Mrs. Patton have been born nine children, of whom 
the six here named are living: Оһагіез M., Ellae, James L., John L., Levona and Edgar. In 
1861 Mr. Patton enlisted in Capt. B. Tucker's company H, of the Twenty-cighth Missis- 
sippi cavalry, formed at Aberdeen. The principal engagements in which һе participated 

i were those at the siege of Vicksburg, the affuirs at Carson's Landing and at Thompson's sta- 

! . tion. At Cartes Mills Tenn. he was captured by the Federals and carried to City 
Point, Va., as ۵ prisoner. After his exchange ke was sent to the hospital at Chattanooga, 
whero he remained for four months. At the expiration of that Што he again entered active 
service and was sent to Clinton, Miss., and took part in the battle of Harrisburg. He was 
paroled in 1865, and, returning home to his native county, engaged in farming. The war | 
left him in an impoverished condition, and he may be said to have practically began life at 

` Из close. Не is now the owner of about eleven hundred acres of land, which he has acquired 
by his own unaided efforts, and ranks among the leading planters of this courty. Politically 
he is a democrat, and his interest in the state and national affairs of importance is excceded 
only by his interost in his county and town affairs. He is a Master Mason and a good citi- 
zen, stands high in the public estimation, being liberal in his contribution to churches, 
schools and all other objects having a view to the general advancement and development of 
_ his county and state. E 
William Hinkle Patton is a prominent merchant of Shubuta, Olarke county, Miss. He 
was born September 7, 1847, near Jacinto, in old Tishomingo county, the eidest son of a 
` family of five children born to James J. and Sarah A. (Hinkle) Patton, three of whom are yet 
liviog. Ніз father was born in Tennessee August 23, 1822, and gave his life for the Con- 
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federate cause in 1802, dying at his home in Clarke county of typhoid pneumonia contracted 
in camp at Columbus, Miss. Не was a member of company E, of the Thirty-sevonth Мівзів- 
sippi regiment, ranking as orderly sergeant. Mr. and Mrs. Patton were married in Chicka- 
saw county. Their children were: William H.; Mary J. G., now Mrs. Martin, and living at 
Rome, Ga.; James L., of Micanopy, Fla.; Margaret D., who died at Mobile, Ala., when 
sixteen years of age; Luellah R., who died at the age of six in Shubuta, Clarke county. 
The mother of our subject was born in the northern part of the state in 1826. She was a 
daughter of Jacob Hinkle, and died at Shubuta in 1870. The family settled in Clarke 
county іп 1859, апа Mr. Patton engaged in planting. Не was an enterprising man who 
exhibited much public spirit. Both he and his wife were members of the Presbyterian 
church, but there being no Presbyterian church near them after their settlement here, they 
connected themselves with the Methodist church. Previous to the war he had been an old. 
line whig, was opposed to secession, but after the die was cast he joined his fortunes with his 
fellow-citizens for better or for worse. At tbe death of our subject's father the burden of 
the family's support, and the education of his brother and sisters fell principally on his 
shoulders, which interfered materially with his obtaining an education. Such schooling as 
he had, however, he received in the country schools of Texas, Louisiana and Mississippi, 
except one session at Mansfield, La., near where his family were living at the time. From 
1850 to 1856 they lived in Texas, moving thence to De Soto parish, La., where thoy: 
lived until 1859, when they returned. to this state. Mr. Patton's carly life was spent on a 


‚ farm, and when he was but fourteen years old he was orphaned by the loss of his father. Not 


being very strong be came to Shubuta and found employment suited to his strength, as a 
clerk in the postoffice and drug store for Dr. D. M. Dunlap. There he remained for two 
years. Mrs. Dunlap was exceedingly kind to him, and her advice and counsel were hecded 
by him. Mr. M. P. Collins, who was station agent at Shubuta at that time, was very rea3y to 
render him any assistance in his power or to advise. him on perplexing questions. In 


` 1863 he learned telegraphy, and for a year before the olose of the war he bad charge of 


the office at Shubuta, where he could be with the family. He remained there while the line 
was in the hands of the Federal government and some three months afterward, when he 
resigned. ` His name appears in the history of the military telegraph during the Civil war in 
the United States, by William R. Plum, LL. B. At the close of the war the Adams Express 
compeny established its lines in the South, and, through the influence of hís friends, he was 
made agent 81 Shubuta while only seventeen years of age without bond, which position he 


held six years,when, owing to the ill health of his wife, he resigned. At the close f the war he 


took what was left after supporti g his mother's family from his salary as telograph operator - 
and expross agent and engaged in asmall mercantile business, but in about a year his store was 
destroyed by fire with no insurance, entailing upon bim an almost total loss. Later, in con- 
nection with his office as express agent, he kept books and clerked in a store. In 1870 he 
married Miss Drucilla, daughter of Rev. T. B. and А. C. Heslep, of Shubuta, and formed a 
copartnership with his fether-in-law, under the firm name of Heslep & Patton. Two years 
later Mr. Heslep died aud Mr. Patton continued the business in his own name, in which he 
has engaged successfully till the present time. Mrs. Patton was an artist of exquisite finish, 
a favorite pupil of the celebrated Miss Julia A. Spear, of Judson institute, Marion, Ala., 
where she graduated. She was also a devoted Christian, and died in March, 1872, leaving 
one child, Thomas H., who is now living at Shubuta In 1878 Mr. Patton married Miss 
Kate Heslep, a sister of his first wife, who died in February, 1883, at Micanopy, Fla., whore 
she had gone in the hope of regaining her health, leaving three children: Early N., Annie 


4/29/87 


Re: Gen, James Patton, Historical Marker, Wayne Со. MS 


born, 10 Sept. 1780 Abbeville Dist. S.C. 
died, 3 May 1830 Winchester, Mississippi 
buried, 6/10the of a mile West Southwest from this marker on private 


property (S33-T8N-R6W) 


He 


originated and on 16 Dec. 1808 signed a petition to form Wayne Co. 


from the Xississippi Territory. 


During the War of 1812, he erected a fort at his home in Winchester 
for the settlers to take refuge from Indian attack. 


He 
on 


He 
He 


In 


represented Weyne Co. at Mississippi's lst Constitutional Convention 
7 July 1817. 


served as Chief Justice of Court of Quorum, ‘layne Co. in 1818, 
was Mississippi's 2nd Lt. Governor, serving from 1820-1822. 


1822 he served as Associate Justice, County Court, wayne Co, 


From 1824-1825 he served аз Judge of Probate Court, ?аупе Co. 


The Winchester Methodist Church was organized in 1809, and probably 
first met in the home of Ceneral Patton. 


Mrs. John "alters, Chairman 
Gen. James Potton Project 
Chickasawhay Chapter DAR 
1205 Oakland 5t. 
Waynesboro, MS 39367 


C» 


Олга“ ог еп. осле Fauton ;፲:ጊ5ጅ፲ዢፒ 0223ሠ፡ጮ5.4. marker 


GENERAL JAMES PATTON 
b. Sept. 10, 1780, Abbeville Dist. SC-d. May 3rd 1630, in Winchester 


S SNAP s خر‎ ns سو‎ | 
Miss. У On 16 Dec. 1808, (Me originated dk signed a petition to form 


Wayne Co. from the Miss. Territory; during the War of 1812, ће 


erected a fort at his home in Winchester for the settlers to take 


refuge from Indian attack; He represented Wayne Со. at Mississippi's 
lst Constitutional Convention on 7 July 1817; He was Mississippi's 
The Winchester Methodist 
First 


Church was organized im 1809, and probably^met in the home of Gen. 
е ዕ-፲ ہ۷‎ 


neral Patton is buried '/? miles. due west/WSW from 


2nd Lt. Governor, serving from 1820-1822; 


Patton. He 46/69 
this marker on private property, 833-TON-R6W. 


XX* in 1818 he served as Chief Justice of Court of Quorum, Wayne Coe; 
####%1 በ22 he served as Associate Justice, County Court, Wayne Coe; 


XXXXXxXx41824—1825 he served as Judge of Probate Court, Wayne Co. 


Mijssis_opi Department of Arc. .ves and History 


Post Office Box 571 * Jackson, Mississippi 39205-0571 * Telephone 601-359-1424 
Elbert R. Hilliard, Director 


August 12, 1987 
= TU 
Mr. L. M. Thomas 
Sewah Studios 
P. O. Box 298 
. Marietta, OH 45750 


RE: General James Patton Historical Marker, Wayne County 


Dear Mr. Thomas: 


Please enter our order for the above referenced historical marker and 
alucrete post. The text of the marker should read as follows: 


GENERAL JAMES PATTON 
Born 1780 in S.C. First signer of 
petition in 1808 to form Wayne 
Co. from Miss. Territory. Served 
in several Wayne County courts. 
State's 2nd Lt: Governor 1820-22. 
Died May 5, 1830, at Winchester. 
Вга. 6/10 mi. SW in S33-T8N-R6W. 


It will not be necessary for you to submit a proof sheet to us prior to 
manufacture if your company is willing to accept full responsibility for 
correcting any inaccuracies in the delivered marker. 


Please manufacture and ship marker to Mr. Joe Davis, Mississippi Highway 
Department, District 6, P. O. Box 551, Hattiesburg, MS 39401. Please 
bill to Mrs. John Walters, Chairman, Gen. James Patton Project, Chickasaw- 
hay Chapter DAR, 1205 Oakland St., Waynesboro, Mississippi 39567. 


Thank you for your usual prompt. attention. | mM 
asss У 


Sincerely, у do dida 
C ow CPP سا‎ 


| za ہے هه‎ 2 өз 
ص0۳‎ e | ۶ ys] PNE jer T E" RATE. U, 


Marcus C. Hammack 
Review and Compliance Assistant በ E | 
Division of Historic Preservation dic መኸ] еен کر‎ : 


cc: Mrs. John Walters, Chairman, Gen. James Patton Project 
Mr. Al Elmore, Department of Economic Development 
Mr. John L. Snuggs, Mississippi Highway Department 


шш i l l шшш шш SNER RES‏ سے ےی 
Board of Trustees: William F. Winter, president / John K. Bettersworth / Arch Dalrymple II / Herman B. DeCell / Frank E. Everett, Jr.‏ 
Gilbert R. Mason / Mrs. Mitchell Robinson / Everette Truly / Sherwood W. Wise‏ 
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APPENDIX G 


Historic Sites Survey Form 


State of Mississippi : 
Department of Archives & History 


Historic Sites Survey 


Па а P. O. Box 571, Jackson, MS. 39205 
ffi : ite: 
Column for Offic] identification| MT 92 эне 
SGS Quadrangle: | Common name: سوا‎ names: 
———————————— — O ር ከ ተር 
Location: U U U M ከ መ 人 人 人 人 人 
س‎ 
Coordinates: 


Owner(s) and address: Бит 


ር ው M 


Local contact and address (if not омтпег): UU اٹ سس‎ — ————————————— 
. & W Negatives? 

e ل‎ ዕ 
5 
[3 #5 (> Present uses: -一 -一 一 -一 一 一 人 3 
Slides? m ۱ 1 š 
Previous uses (circle original): سس س٤س تہ‎ —— —— n z 
6 ~ 
Г] уе o” ር] Grounds accessible (explain) 站 ፳ 
hematic Categories: š 


Q Interior accessible (ехр!дїп) سس سا سے‎ — 


Physical Description ] (check more than one where applicable) 
Condition: ር] Good ር] Fair [1 Poor ር] Deteriorated 


Structural System and Material: (notes) 


ር] Wood frame m ---———n - 盖 


гешом uowuwoD 


Г] Log nc 


(J Masonry (brick, stone, etc.) ብ 


National Register D Metal_ .z/XU— C — —— ——— 7.775 
Status: О) Other (explain) e — — መ ዱጫኋ ጣጣ 
ግ Entered 1 
=] Eligible Exterior Finish Materials: 
ር] Structural system exposed 

National Historic DJ Structural system covered (check covering materials; circle facade material) 

Landmark Status: [] Brick 
C] Designated [3 Stucco: [ገ scored (tinted [ገ textured 
0 Potential ር] Metal [ገ cast iron D pressed metal [ገገ other (explain) — 

: i hing! 
Historic District D) Wood: ር] clapboard لجع‎ flush boards [ገ board & batten (7] rusticated boards ር] shingles 9 
Status: 口 other (explain)... -一 一 -一 -一 一 -一 PE == z 
ር] Designated ران بد ا میک کے‎ ዳን سو‎ ЕИО مه‎ س٤س‎ m 3 
D Potential ፡ 
Related Outbuildings and Landscape Features: 
HABS Status: DJ carriage house [7] quarters Г] barn Ç] stable C] privy ር] fences [] cistern DJ original gardens 

ር] Recorded ( statuary O shop [] garage Û] shed ር] gazebo [7] cemetery 0 greenhouse [J Other: 
Year. NE VUE REL ር uwa waww 2 2 2 MR 
# 2806008 Surroundings: 
Drawings? С] woodland رح‎ rural [ገ open land [J private park [7] scattered buildings 
DJ Should Record ር] residential لح‎ densely built-up 0 commercial [J industrial 

Representation in Draw site or area plan with north arrow and shape of structure: 


Other Surveys: 


зен oyd 1291009 MPA PANY 4 


L 


Il. 


APPENDIX C 


Criteria for the Certification 
of Historical Significance of Abandoned Cemeteries 
Under the Provisions of House Bill No. 780 
Laws of Mississippi, 1971 


The request for a certificate of historical significance must pertain to an “aban- 
doned” cemetery. 

A. For the purposes of the implementation of this act, an “abandoned” cemetery 
shall be construed to be one that is not adequately maintained by its legal owner or 
owners, whether religious bodies, private individuals, or governmental agencies. 
B. An “abandoned” cemetery shall also be interpreted as one in which no burials 
have been made in the five years preceding the date of the official, written request to 
the Board of Trustees of the Department of Archives and History for a certificate of 
historical significance. 

C. A single grave, in some instances, may constitute an “abandoned” cemetery. 


D. Indian burial grounds shall be regarded as “abandoned” cemeteries. 


In determining whether or not to issue a certificate of historical significance, the 


== Board of Trustees will consider: 


111. 


„А Cemeteries which contain the graves of persons who have contributed signifi- 

cantly to the history of the nation, the state, or the local region. 

B. Cemeteries which are associated with events that have made a significant con- 
tribution to the broad patterns of the history of the nation, the state, or the local 
region. 

C. Cemeteries which are associated with properties entered on The National Regis- 
ter of Historic Places. 

D. Cemeteries which are associated with “State Archeological Landmarks," as 
provided for in the Antiquities Law of the State of Mississippi. 

E. Cemeteries which are located on land belonging to the state of Mississippi, to 8 
county or municipality, or to any political subdivision of the state. 


F. Cemeteries containing the graves of veterans of any of the nation's wars. 


=፡ 
ር. Cemeteries containing statuary, vaults, markers, and monuments of sufficient 


architectural and artistic value to merit their protection and preservation. 

H. Cemeteries which, by their preservation, would contribute in turn to the 
preservation of the earlier historical image of a locality. 

1. Cemeteries containing eighteenth century burials. 

]. Indian burial grounds. officially identified by professional archaeologists. 


Those cemeteries which have been officially certified by the Board of Trustees shall 
be inventoried by local persons or groups requesting the certificate, and the inven- 
tory shall be deposited with the Department of Archives and History. This procedure 
will not be necessary if the Department already has the records for that particular 
cemetery in its collections. 


Approved by the Board of Trustees of the Department of Archives and History at its 
meeting August 27, 1971. 


<£ 
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REGENT: Welcome everyone Ask Chaplain (Lucille) tok п this dedication with a 
Prayer. 


CHAPLAIN: We thank Tëe for the pioneers who opened the way and for those who laid the 
foundation for our national life. May we dedicate ourselves to the un- 
finished work they advanced and give increased loyalty to the cause for 
which they gave the last full measure of devotion that goverment of the 


people, by the people, and for the people shall not perish from this earth. 
| АМЕМ 


REGENT: At this time I would like to recognize our special guest. 


MSSDAR State Regent, MrsD-Kelly Love. 
The Wayne County Board of Supervisors (without ийи their fimiriak financial 


support, this Marker would still be a dream) | 


Mr. Edward Holifield, who re-found and brought the need for this marker to 
our attention and was kind enough to carry some of our members to Gen. 
Patton's grave site. 


The Winchester Cemetery Assn. for thier co-operation. 


The descentants of Gen. James Patton. 


m 
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Vli H.a. 2 
سوا اه پوس‎ A 


Historian: (Dale Walker): tell "the facts" about Gen. Patton. 


REGENT: (dedication) Nothi is really ended until it is forgotten. 
Whatever is kept in memory still endures. 


Therefore, we The Chickasawhay Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution, 
dedicate this marker in grateful recognition of the significance of Gen. 


James Patton. 


May it help to keep alive an appreciation of our heritage from the past. 
And may the blessing of God rest upon and abide here forever. 


REGENT & STATE REGENT: Go & remove the cover from the marker. 


REGENT: This concludes our/the ceremony. Thank you for coming and sharing this 
special occasion with our Chapter. 
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DAR.to purchase bistorical marker 


'The Chickasawhay Chapter of 


the Daughters of the American 


Revolution is accepting dona- 
tions. in-order -to'^secure a 
historical marker honoring Gen. 
James Patton of Winchester. 


take refuge from Indian attack. 
He also -represented Wayne 
County at Mississippi's first Con- 


`. $titutional Convention on July 7, 


Patton's grave is on private : 


property in the Winchester com- 


š 


munity. The Winchester 
Cemetery Association „haş, 
granted permission. هال‎ the“ 


chapter to place historical 
marker there. 


The Mississippi ` د‎ parhhent 


of Archives and History 
Jackson has agreed that“ 


worthy of a marker in his Шоо | 
but, due to budget cuts; they no 


longer have the funi 


1o. pay for 
the marker. It musti 


Privately 


funded at an estimated:cost of - 


$875 for the marker. Including 


shipping charges, the total’ will 


Fo ۶۶ص۶۶‎ 


be close to $1,000. - 


Pátton was an 9299869011 


figure in Wayne Coünty history. 
On Dec. 16, 1808, he originated 


and signed a petition to form. 


Wayne County from tlie 
Mississippi Territory. The Win- 
chester United Methodist 
Church was organized in 1809 
andis believed to have met in his 
home. During the War of 1812, he 
erected a fort at his home in 
Winchester for the: Settlers” to 


„^и Value. 


HARDWARE STORES ` 


Sprina Sneciale 


1817, and he was Mississippi’s 
second lieutenant governor, ser- 


ving from 1820-22. 


His grave has been found and 
lost several times. His tomb- 


stone is a large flat slab and at ` 


this time is broken into three 
pieces. It is almost impossible to 
read the inscription, but the 


work of the Winchester Preser- 


. vation Association during the 
19305 revealed the text: Sacred 
. to the Memory of Gen. James . 


Patton, who ~vas born in Ab- 
beville Dist, S.C., Sept. 10, 1780 
and died in Winchester, Miss., 
May 3rd 1830, aged 50 yrs 8 mon- 
ths and`some days. For many 
years he was a figure of impor- 
tance in Public and private life. 
Monument erected in 1830. 
“Please help us honor this 
man who did so much for Wayne 


County and Mississippi,” said 
Mrs. John Walters, project 
chairman. 


The Chickasawhay Chapter 
DAR has opened a “Gen. Patton 
Historical Marker” bank ac- 
count at the First State Bank for 
donations. Interested persons 
may make a direct deposit at the 
bank or mail contributions to 
Mrs. John Walters, project 
chairman, 1205 Oakland St., 
Waynesboro, Miss. 39367. 


J Centennial plans discussed 


At a recent meeting of the 


Chickasawhay Chapter of the ' 
.Daughters of the American 
‘Revolution, Mrs. David Walker 


presented a program on the 
centennial jubilee planned by 
the National Society of the DAR. 
Mrs. Walker serves as chapter 
chairman. 

Mrs. John Carnathan, regent, 
presided. Others participating in 
the program were Mrs. Fred 
Stanley, Mrs. W.D. Mangum and 
Mrs. Tom Stevens. Mrs. John 


pre-summer 


Robert Cooley was a guest at the 
meeting. 
Hostesses for the occasion 


ı were Mrs. Harry Freeman, Mrs. 


John Walters, Mrs. Donald 
Clark and Mrs. Frank Davis. 


ROCK POLISHER 
The raccoon is probably one of 
the neatest creatures in the 
animal kingdom. Sometimes it 
wil scrub pebbles until they 
shine. 


Friends and relatives are invited to attend the ceremony, 
but the couple asks that no pres ‘ts be given. 


DAR historical marker 
approved in Winchester 55 


The Chickasawhay Chapter  tocompete in the final judging at 
Daughters of the’ American Delta State University in | J 
| نت‎ "e recently advis- аза | be 7 
٩۹٢ Шаа ori marker . ехсегрі. د سو‎ ይመ ig 

honoring Gen. James Patton’ 8 · follows: PEUT 7.0 

Winchester had been approved. . “Тһе Creek” a were a . 

The DAR chapter was notified constant source of worry to early 

by the Board of Trustees of the settlers of Wayne County after af C 
` ` Mississippi Department of Ar- Ње beginning of the War of 1812.. а SQ 
XN chives and History on July 27.. This outbreak led to the building ^ bo 
<o” Elbert R. Hilliard, board of of Patton’s Fort at Winchester. day 

`. trustees secretary, said, “It is `... it was decided that a fort ty 
..:: fitting that historic sites in should be built near his (Gen. weit 
с. Mississippi can be designated Patton’s) mill for the protection and 
„i j with appropriate markers so ofall families in the community. 
- 4 that Mississippi’s citizens and . They began to work upon the. Mr. 

. Out-of-state visitors can study fort without delay. In about а Clar 
- -and enjoy the. interesting week it was completed and.oc- аге 

. heritage of our state.” cupied. The fort was called Pat- of 

... Gen. Patton was instrumental — ton's Fort in honor of Col. James Ho 
` . in1808in the formation of Wayne. . Patton, who was made its com- 

. County from the Mississippi Ter- mander. ... The old trenches of W.E 
.ritory, and he served. Wayne this fort may still be seen. . Daug 
_ County until his death on May 3, “The first county seat, in 1809, . Fran 

… 1850. was located at Winchester on the Wea 
<< The financial support of Old Federal Road. In 1822, the M 
^ Wayne County, citizens will first courthouse was burned and . Cg 
_. enable the DAR chapter to have rebuilt. Land for the courthouse ` late 
__- the marker erected soon after its | | The 

` arrival. An account has been (Continued to Page 9B) (M 

opened at the First State Bank ነ. و‎ i 
for the “Gen. James Patton |. 

Historical Marker,” and con- 

tributions will be welcomed. The 

cost of the marker will be 5 
. plus shipping charges. 
` In January, 1981, Michelle 

Poirier entered The Mississippi 
Junior Historical Society Essay 

Contest with an essay entitled 
. *Winchester." At the time, she 

was an eighth-grade student at 
` Thames Junior High School in 

Hattiesburg. Her essay was sent 


- - Own Your 
Own | 


Tire 
Business 


With Goodyear, you get 
the most of everything 
in the industry — the 
biggest line of tires, 

the most national ad- 
vertising, the most 
management and em- 


PE 


Gwen's Sc 
Dance 
Gymnas 


· announces 


Registration for Fal 
Qualified Instruction will b 
Tap, Ballet, Jazz, Clogging a 
When: Tuesday, Aug. 25, 19 
Where: Next door to Cooley’: 
405 Azalea Mart, Waynesk 
Ages 3 yrs. old and 


Instructor: 


ጠች ضر‎ ውን ከ 
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о а کے د‎ 
ОР 


Marker‏ سر 
(Continued tròn Page 3B)‏ 

and jail was donated by General 
Patton. ... . а 

“As you look at the ghost town 
of Winchester, and climb over 
the trenches of Fort Patton, it is 
hard to imagine that this 
` deserted place was once a busy, 
thriving community of impor- 
tant citizens." a 

Michelle is the granddaughter 
of Mrs. Tom Stevens, a member 


of the Chickasawhay Chapter |: 


. DAR. | 

When she researched her 
essay, Michelle visited the grave 
of Gen. Patton. The tombstone 
at that time was in one piece. To- - 
day, it is in three pieces and 
scattered. 

Gen. Patton's historical 
. marker will be erected at the 
Winchester Cemetery where it 
can be visited by Wayne Coun- 
tians as well as tourists. 


MEDICINE 


| Ketchup was once sold as a 
medicine. | 
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Traditions of the county вау General Andrew Jackson  - 
marches through Jayne County on his way to New Orleans 
in the War of 1812. | 

A fort had been built at Tinchester, and General Jame 
Patton was in command. Patton was with Jackson and Clai- 
borne in the Battle of Holy Ground, so possibly 0 did 
pass through Zinchester, spend the night in Fort Patton, an 
have General Patton join him tiene: Two of the oldest cit- 
isens of 6 county, Mr. Daniel Britton and Mr. John Finley 
both remember 226 people saying Jackson did pass through Wa, 
ne баци ну and can point out the old road ће cut for his 
0-0 n | یہت رر ہے‎ E Li uu 

Jackson's march to New Orleans was made in part over th 
old Fedcral Rond, as ls shown by Howell Tatum's odeur 
kept day by day on the march in 1814. The following extrac 
is takcn from thc journel, which shows that Jackson was in 


the vicinity of Wayne County on the march to New Orleans: 


w 


ጫ 


"Ноу. 24th---Proceeded at 8 o'clock А. Crossed Bog 
River, whlch is about 20 paces wide, at the commencement of 
this days travel. This riter, which the Indians call the 
Ouskalauba, empties into the Bay of Pascquggola, the ascent 
‘is from No. т. to north. It runs nearly parallel with the 
Mobile River, at- the distance of from 20 to 99 miles from 


the Mobile River, It is وون‎ to have its source about the 


一 -~ 一 -- · ec ፦--፦ 


ን. 


Ëf 


” 
ЕЧ 


EDITOR'S NOTE: The town of “The m agreed 10. return 
chester is now just ات‎ spot "gather family, food, househol e 

| Serted ¿and tools, ‘eet back; мы 

{> Patton's Grist: МІП : Ву the end of the: 

sg: „2 Week, - a.fort. was built. overlooking 


The w |‏ ..$550 وو ECL.‏ شی Patton,‏ ما یت 
у + of >> Hence, “е ЛОГ "known. aS Sind built of hewn ‘pine logs: ` >:‏ 
of .Міѕѕіѕѕіррі = Patton's Fort. Being a U. 'S. Army 74133 Winchester. femained the count‏ 
ሩይ берери. *. seat until 1868.‏ دس Territory in 1809, Wayne County was ` hi he‏ 
formed from а portion of thé State of 5: | у day WO $. accomm‏ 
п territory | erms of cou‏ ا | ` j county‏ 200ھ" A.‏ نے ለ‏ 
ty‏ + و | 


its name in. honor 55 oe Would: је e, miles to the CE‏ سی مد 
Revolutionary War hero, 7፡8 relieved ànd two new ones would: Ше Civil, 2‏ 

: “Mad Anthony" Wayne. ' УН: "În ` this’ way, "scouts. Were ` companies of 
The. first white پا نار‎ of: „ reporting to. the fort every ow د‎ fight for the کت‎ y. Опе « 
background and came form ` — . attacked .Winche ж these, the famous Wayne Rifles, wa 
North. and. South Carolina. ፡፡ `` driven ° 3 ed at Winchester, Thi 
:homesteaded along Inguished. изе! 

"Dhickasawhay River 6 the ~ 
atunna Creek. The people were ; 


Ynesboro, а, а 


ivil =) 


important ا‎ towns in Wayne 
.the earlier days 
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slab which. reveals the fin 
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From : THE WAYNE COUNTY NEWS, Waynesboro, MS, January 4, 1937 


General James Patton, First Lieutenant Governor of State, 
Buried at Winchester 


In a neglected and forgotten grave lies one of Wayne County's 
most famous men, General James Patton, peoneer and statesman. 


The grave in a grove of trees, is in the middle of a cultivated 
field at Winchester.  Brambles and briars make it hard to 
explore the place. There are three graves and General Patton's, 
surrounded by a crumbling brick wall, is the only one with a 
marker. It appears that. one of the other two has been broken 


into and is now empty. 


The inscription on General Patton's grave as much as can be read, 
is as follows: 


Sacred to the Memory of 
General James Patton 
Who Was Born in Abbeville District 
South Carolina 
May 3rd, 1830 
Age 50 years, 8 months and some days 
For many years he was a symbol of 
importance in public and private life 


Monument erected in 1830 


James Patton with his brothers, William and Joseph, were settlers 
near Winchester in 1809. 


He was a leader in the new county and was one of the first county 
officers. General Patton was one of the two delegates from 

Wayne County to the first constitutional convention held at 
Washington, Mississippi, July 7, 1817. In describing the kind of 
man comprising this honorable body, the historian says of 

General Patton: "General Patton who represents Wayne County 
reserved his militant title in connection with the state militia. 
He was a lawyer and an orator of much ability. This with his 
courtly manners and charming personality won for him a high 
place in both the social and political lives ot the state. 

By reason of his influence his resident town of Winchester 
became quite a political center. General Patton was elected 
Lieutenant Governor of the state on the ticket with 

George Poindexter and but for his untimely death would 
doubtless have attained higher honors. 


General Patton was also one of the commissioners appointed to 
locate the two sections of land donated by congress for a seat 


of 


It 
be 


as 


It 
he 


government when the Indians should be removed. 


seems strange that such a man as General James Patton should 
forgotten in his own county, but it hasn't been possible, 
yet, to find any more about him. 


is not known just what caused his death. Some people say 
died of a fever. Others say he was shot . one night while 


sitting by the fire, in his home and that his murderer was never 


found. 


/ 
7 WAYNE COUNTY | at the Winchester Cemetery 
in Winchester 


GENERAL JAMES PATTON 
Born 1780 in S.C. First signer of 
petition in 1808 to form Wayne 
Co. from Miss. Territory. Served 
in several Wayne County courts. 
State's 2nd Lt. Governor 1820-22. 
Died May 3, 1830, at Winchester. 
Вга. 6/10 mi. SW in S33-T8N-R6W. 
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Settlement Tames Land Of The Indian 


Before there was a Mississippi 
Territory, before there was an 
American frontier, there was only 
land. Millions of acres, some among 
the richest in the world, some 
among the poorest, stretched for 
hundreds. of miles between the 
Chattahoochee and Mississippi 
Rivers. Land in the region that 
eventually became Wayne County in 
the state of Mississippi was as 
diverse as that of the territory: rich 
river bottom, pine barren, prairie, 
flat flood plain, fairly high hills. This 
area, like most of the rest of the 
territory, was well watered and lush 
with vegetation, except in the great 
pine forests. 

Europeans and then their American 
descendants would fight and die for 
this land, fighting and dying first for 
possession of it and later because it 
possessed them. But before the 
Europeans and Americans, the land, 
like its famous rivers, rolled On, its 
haunting emptiness broken here and 
there by an indian village, like the 
Choctaw settlement of Yowani in the 
northern part of Wayne County. 

Of the numerous Indian nations 
and tribes in what became 
Mississippi, the Choctaw were the 
largest. Beaudouin, a Jesuit 
missionary who lived among them in 
the early 1700's, described the 
nation as the опе“. . . that occupies 
the greatest territory on this 
continent." According to Beaudouin 
the forty-two villages that made up 
the Choctaw nation by virtue of their 
common language, were fairly 
widely separated. most of the 
villages, were not tight settlements 
but settled areas from half a league 
to two leagues in length. they were 
not large in population, he tells us, 
but, "the cabins are separated by 
very long intervals whence it comes 
about that the people of the same 
villages are almost unacquainted 
with each other, and either because 
choctaws do not know how to count 
or because they like to deceive 
themselves they have at all times 
represented themselves and still 
represent themselves to-day as 
much more numerous than they are. 


by Otis Ray Tims 


... Î find . . . there are not more 
than 1466 Choctaws fit to make a 
campaign." French officials who 
also worked with the Choctaws 
during that period put the number of 
warriors at 3010 and 2628. 
Whatever their number, it is 
doubtful that all the Choctaws 
would be in the field at one time, as 
much from their governmental 
system as from the separation of 
their villages. For, although there 
was a Great Chief of the Choctaw 
nation, his power was far from 
absolute. The institution of one 
chief of all the Choctaw existed only 
from about 1700, and each tribal 


and village chief was almost. 


autonomous. According to 
Beaudouin, “. . . the villages are like 
so many little republics in which 
each one does as he likes." 
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The Yowanis were one of these 
semi-independent Choctaw tribes. 
Dunbar Rowland has placed the 
center of their settlement, ". . ۔‎ in 
Wayne County on the east side of 
the Chickasawhay River in section 
16, township 10, range 7 west, St. 
Stephen's base line, about three 
miles south of Shubuta. On 
Danvilles map of about 1732 
Yowani is designated as 'the first 
Choctaw village when one comes up 
from Mobile.' " 

The whole of their settlement 
comprised a large tract of land, 
much of which was located in what 
is now Wayne County. H. S. Halbert 
tried to determine the extent of 
Yowani territory: "In 1830, and for 
an unknown period of time prior 
thereto, Yowani embraced all the 
territory lying on both sides of 
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Map showing area of 1975 when Wayne County in relation to settled areas in 1775. 
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Eucuttie Creek; in short all the 
territory extending from Pachuta 
Creek on the north to the Choctaw 
boundary [this boundary was 
established by treaty with the British 
in 1765, the southern boundary of 
the Yowanis is not known before 
that date] on the south. The Yowan! 
western boundary was the eastern 
water-shed or dividing ridge of 
Bogue Нота . . . The extent of the 
Yowani territory to the east of the 
Chickasawhay cannot now be 


known." | 
Little is known about the Yowani 


lifestyle, though it is unlikely that it 
differed significantly from that of 
their Choctaw brethren of other 
tribes who lived in villages of crude 
huts and engaged in rather crude 
agriculture, cultivating maize, beans 
and melons. Because their methods 
were primitive, it is doubtful that 
their farming produced much more 
than filled their own needs. 

The land drew white men, first 
DeSoto's Spanish explorers and then 
French colonizers. In 2 
Frenchmen founded Mobile and, 
realizing the dangers their seaport 
settlement would face from hostile 
Indians, quickly set about trying to 
establish good relations with the 
tribes above Mobile. At first the 
Indians remained hostile, but it was 
not many years before French 
policies paid off and friendship 
between the white man and the red 
man, at least in most of the territory, 
was established. To promote this 
cordial relationship, the French 
brought groups of Indians to Mobile 
each year to expose them to French 
ideas and to give them French liquor 
and presents. | 

Another aspect of French policy 
toward the tribes was the 
establishment of forts and trading 
posts in Indian country. |! was 6 
efforts that first brought white men 
to what became Wayne County. 

Father Beaudouin and other 
missionaries had come through the 
area in the 1720's on their way to set 
up a mission to the Choctaw. 
Beaudouin settled in the main 
village of the Chickasawhays in 
present-day Clarke County and 
conducted his ministry there for 
several years. Although the 
missionary acted as an agent for 
French interests, colonial officials 
wanted to extend their influence in 


the area and improve relations with 
the Choctaw, who they feared might 
be trading with British agents. In 
1729, the government sent Regis du 
Roullet, a lieutenant in the company 
of Joseph C. De Lusser at Mobile, on 
a journey into the interior to 
establish a trading post with the 
Choctaw. 

Regis met with Beaudouin and the 
chiefs of several Choctaw tribes, 
including the Yowani, at the village 
of the Chickasawhays on September 
6, 1729. He remained there until 
October 3, when he set out for the 
Yowani settlement. In a letter to 
French Minister of Navy, Count de 
Maurepas, Regis described the 
settlement: “I was very glad to 
examine this place which had been 
mentioned to me as a very favorable 
place for a warehouse for all these 
places. | found anything but what | 
had been told. The Yowanis are 
situated in rather disagreeable low 
ground from which the view is 
limited in all directions, surrounded 
by a number of bayous which make 
this place very difficult for the trans- 
portation of goods by land. 
Furthermore the land is not good; it 
is nothing but pine forests. Two 
leagues from there on the road to 
Chickasawhay there is a place that is 
called “the Prairie' or “The Big Canes' 
the appearance of which is very 
advantageous, the land very good, 
the place very open, near the river 
and very suitable for the 
construction of a fort at a small 
expense." 

Despite Regis’ reluctance about 
the Yowani site, a Natchez Indian 
massacre of 235 settlers at the 
French fort near Natchez on 
November 28, 1729, necessitated 
that the French cement their ties 
with the friendlier tribes, апа 
Yowani was selected as the site for a 
trading post with Choctaw. On 
February 5, 1730, Joseph C. De 
Lusser, a French officer at Mobile 
who had come into the country to 
supervise building of the Indian 


trading post, was at the 
Chickasawhay village and, ". . . sent 
Duche with three men of the 


detachment of Mr. Regis to the 
Yowanis where it is advisable to 
make the establishment rather than 
than at the Chickasawhay because 
of the difficulty that the pirogues 
have at all seasons in ascending to 
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this last village. | ordered the 
soldiers to build a house there to 
afford lodging for the officer who 
will go there as well as for 
themselves. For this purpose, ! have 
borrowed from Father Beaudouin 
the necessary tools and | have 
promised to return them to him in 
Ithe same condition. | gave them 
little Allain -to serve them 85 
interpreter, Duche having orders to 
go there as soon as he has installed 
them." 

Planning for the post continued, 
and on February 15, four more 
soldiers under Regis command left 
for Yowani to accompany their 
commander's baggage. Two days 
later Regis arrived at the village. On 
the first of March, he wrote, "I had 
some pilings cut in order to fortify 
myself and to build a warehouse to 
receive the goods that were 
coming." | 

And so began what must be 
considered the first European 
settlement in Wayne County, a 
French post for trading with the 
Indians. On the fourteenth of 
March, Regis recounted, “. . . there 
arrived for me a pirogue loaded with 
merchandise intended as presents 
for the Indians and with the tools 
necessary to equip a forge.” 

Regis had built his post in a village 
already quite friendly to the French, 
as is evident from the fact that in 
January of 1730, De Lusser had 
started a journey with the Yowani 
chief as his guide. Like all Indians, 
the Yowanis were not without 
superstitions, as one incident of De 
Lusser’s trip indicates: "At midnight 
| was awakened by three or four 
gunshots that were fired near me. ! 
asked what was the matter. The 
chief replied to me that it was on 
account of the foxes that were 
barking which was a bad omen; that 
that ordinarily happened when 
some one of the band was going to 
die, and that it was well to fire guns 
to drive them away." | 

The rigors of a journey along 
Indian trails through this wilderness 
are evident from further details of 
De Lusser's trip. In south Wayne 
County on January 18, he recounted, 
“Towards midday we found 
ourselves at the Bacatane River 
which was very high and very swift, 
the rain of the preceding night 
having swollen it a great deal, so 
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that we had to fell trees which were 
not tall enough to reach the other 
bank and we were obliged to get into 
the water up to our necks to 
complete crossing. We had no less 
difficulty in getting our horses across 

. . it having taken all the time after 
dinner to carry across the equipment 
both of men and of horses.” 

After having faced such problems 
during several days of travel, the 
party was not too many miles from 
the Yowani village on January 20. An 
incident of that day indicates the 
strength of the Yowani-French 
alliance. At about 8 o'clock, 
according to De Lusser, “.-. . two 
men and a woman [ from the Yowani 
village] came to bring food which 
we were in need . . . they told us the 
news that twelve days before the 
Choctaws had left for the Natchez, 
at which we were very much 
surprised as also that there were five 
men in the village of Okalusa who 
were: waiting for the chief of the 
Yowanis who was coming with me 
from Mobile as well as for his 
brother in order to kill them to 
avenge the death of one of their 
kinsmen whom they had put to 
death for killing a Frenchman named 
Gabriel at the cypress swamp of 
Mobile. He [the chief] addressed me 
at length on the subject of telling me 
that he was about to die for having 
avenged the death of the 
Frenchman, that had made no 
difference, that if the blow were still 
to be struck he would not hesitate to 
out to death all those who wet their 
1ands in the blood of the French. | 
*eassured him by telling him that | 
would bring the matter to an end 


Obviously the French had made a 
wise decision in their choice of a site 
ог the post. Undoubtedly, ' the 
yresence of a warehouse full of gifts 
n the Yowani village insured the 
:hief's friendliness, but his 
willingness to avenge the deaths of 
'renchmen shows unusual co- 
»peration. 

De Lusser visited several other 
пПавеѕ and returned to Yowani on 
March 18. There, he found, “... 
Ar. Regis who was having his 
Jletachment work on a house built of 
jles driven into the ground, thirty 
eet long by twenty feet wide and 
vhich will be erected in a short 
vhile. He showed me the goods that 


ha rived to be given as presents. 
Не racks four hundred pounds of 
powder." | 

The senior officer apparently 
approved of Regis work with the 
Yowani, for the next day he saw that 
provisions were secured for the post, 
talked to the chief about his loyalty 
to the French, and left: “We took 53 
barrels of unground wheat for the 
needs of the post, 170 pick-axes, 354 
framed mirrors, 3100 pounds of iron, 
12 pounds of steel, on the account 
of the company, for which Mr. Regis 
made his receipt. 1 entrusted the 
post to him and 1 directed him to 
ይ news of. everything that might 

appen in the nation. . . . I talked to 
the chief of the Yowanis, charging 
him to listen to the word of the 
French chief who was remaining in 
his village, to make his warriors 
hunt, and [directing] that the 
women in the village should not be 
negligent in making bread for the 
French warriors since they had 
complained to me that they often 
were three or four days without 
getting any, as also he should 
furnish all the couriers that the 
French chief might need either for 
New Orleans or for Mobile and to 
supply men to carry for pay the 
wood necessary for the construction 
of the warehouse and houses." 

De Lusser’s return journey along 
poorly marked Indian trails to 
Mobile is another indication of the 
difficulty of travel in the area almost 
two and a half centuries ago. He 
wrote that on the day after he left 
Yowani, in what became south 
Wayne County, "We came in the 
morning to the Bacatane which we 
found out of banks so that we had to 
cross it by swimming." 

For the next two years, Regis 
continued to make the Yowani 
village French headquarters in the 
Pascagoula valley and in Choctaw 
county. A number of meetings were 
held there with various chiefs and 
much trading was carried on. There 
was always the danger that the 
French warehouse would be 
plundered by other Indian groups, 
but Regis had the protection not 
only of his tiny French garrison (how 
many men served there is በዕ! 
known) but also of the fifty Yowanis 
considered to be capable of bearing 
arms. Regis’ relationship with the 
Yowanis was so good that in his 
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writin this French pioneer 
occasic. .ully referred to them as “my 
colonists” and to the village as “my 
village.” Because of the French 
trading post there and the 
communications that passed 
through it, the little village assumed 
major importance in the Choctaw 
nation. I 

But things were not entirely well 
at Yowani and by late 1732, the 
French were considering moving 
their post to a village along the Pearl 
River. Father Beaudouin wanted the 
post left at Yowani and argued that a 
post on the Pearl might have the 
advantage of receiving goods 
directly from New Orleans, instead 
of from New Orleans through 
Mobile. But, he tried to convince 
colonial officials, the proposed new 
post would be much further away 
from the main Choctaw villages. On 
the other hand, Beaudouin feared 
the “inconstancy” of Choctaw 
affections toward the French, and 
blamed much of the problem on the 
situation at Yowani: “The officer 
who is in command of the post of 
the Yowanis is neither loved nor 
respected by the Choctaws. He is a 
man of an extraordinary character of 
mind, of a haughty and strange 
disposition, who mistreats 
unreasonably and excessively the 
soldiers who are in his post. This 
produces a very bad effect on the 
minds of the Indians who seeing the 
French warriors . . . knocked down 
by blows, regard the soldiers as 
cowards and the officer as a cruel 
man, and surely the outbursts of this 
officer, his irregular conduct with 
reference to the Indian women 
added to the selfish spirit that 
dominates him would have had 
disasterous results if the Choctaws of 
the village were he had remained 
since he has been in the nation had 
not been excellent friends of the 
French. That, Sir, is what is 
responsible for the fact that the 
Indians with reference to themselves 
regard their present situation in 
which the colony finds itself as a 
time of crisis which cannot last, and 
flatter themselves that Frenchmen 
will come at once who will have the 
pity of a father for them and whose 
experience and courage will obtain 
for them a peace like the one that 
they enjoyed several years ago." 

The effectiveness of Beaudouin's 
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letter on keeping the post at Yowani 
is not known. But his comments 
certainly did little to help the cause 


of Regis, who had enemies in the . 


colonial capital. In March of 1733, 
the governor summoned him to New 
Orleans. On the eighteenth, after 
putting the fort in order and “... 
recommending to the interpreter to 
keep the Indians in their good will 
. . ." he left the village for the last 
time. Regis' recollections of a trip he 
had taken shortly before are the last 
extant accounts of white men 
journeying through Wayne County 
for many years. Of the trip, he 
wrote, "Bakatane may be about 
twelve or fifteen fathoms in width, 
the water high with a great deal of 
current and as to its depth it is 
perhaps twenty feet in the place 
where during low water one can ford 
it; sandy bottom. After having gone 
across Bakatane one proceeds still 
among the canes a quarter of a 
league, the road winding as on the 
other side, and then one comes into 
the pine forest." 

At New Orleans, a confrontation 
between Regis and Bienville resulted 
in the former's resignation. Regis 
said he was asked to resign out of 
the jealousy of other officers. But 
Bienville's account disagrees: "Sieur 
Regis du Roullet, another ensign 
whom | have known for a long time 
and whom | esteem even less, asked 
me for a leave of absence for a year 
to make the journey to Fr., under the 
pretext of illness at first, next under 
that of family business. Thereupon ! 
replied to him that | must apply to 
your lordship to obtain this 
permission. He asked me publically 
to accept his resignation from his 
position which 1 did with pleasure 
and to the satisfaction of the corps 
of officers who did not think well of 
him." 

At any rate, Regis never returned 
to Wayne County, and with his 
departure, ,most communication 
concerning the area and the Yowanis 
ceased. Available records do not 
indicate when the French 


abandoned the post at this Indian . 


village, but it is likely that it was not 
long after Regis left the colony. 
The  Chickasawhay-Buckatunna 
area lay quietly undisturbed by 
white men for many years. By the 
Peace of Paris of 1763, the region 
became a part of Great Britain's 


North American empire. Shortly 
thereafter, according to H. S. 
Halbert, ". . . a band of the Yowanis 
separated from the main clan, 
emigrated to Louisiana and united 
with the Caddoes, forming the 
Yowani band in the Caddo tribe.” 
Although the primary British 
concern was with the  Natchez 
district, the colonial power did 
secure an important agreement with 
the eastern Indians. At a series of 
meetings, the final one being April 
5, 1765, the British made peace with 
the Choctaw, and the Indians agreed 
to cede to the British all lands within 
these boundaries: "... a Line 
Extended from Gross Point in the 
Island of Mount Lauis by the Course 
of the Western Coast of Mobile Bay 
to the Mouth of the Eastern Branch 
of the Tombeckbe River to the 
Confluence of Alibamont & 
Tombeckby Rivers, and afterwards 
along the Western Bank of 
Alibamont River to the Mouth of 
Chickianoce River and from the 
Confluence of Chickianoce and 
Alibamont Rivers, a Straight Line to 
Tombeckby River opposite to 
Atchalickpe, and from the 
Atchalickpe by a Straight Line to the 
most Northerly part of Buckatanne 
River, and down the Course of 
Buckatanne River to its Confluence 
with the River Pascagoula and down 
by the Course of the River 
Pascagoula within twelve leagues of 
the Sea Coast, and thence by a due 
West Line as far as the Choctaw 
Nation have a right to grant.” 
With this instrument, the first of 
many Indian land cessions in the 
territory south of Tennessee, the 
British were given rights to create 
settlements between the Alabama 
and Buckatunna Rivers. Only a small 
part of the land involved is located 
in the present state of Mississippi, 
and that which is found within 
Wayne County makes up a relatively 
small percentage of the county's 
total area. In the following fifty 
years, there would be numerous 
problems with these boundaries: 
although many settlers cultivated 
and lived in the area east of the 
Tombigbee, the United States would 
insist on recognizing the Tombigbee 
as the eastern boundary of this 
original cession; likewise, it would 
recognize the Chickasawhay instead 
of the Buckatunna as the district's 
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western boundary, adding almost 
half of the present Wayne County to 
the district. 

Although it is virtually certain that 
there were no major settlements in 
Wayne County's part of the 
Tombigbee District during the 
British Dominion, there was rather 
extensive settlement in the 
Tombigbee River area, with which 
the Chickasawhay-Buckatunna 
valley would shortly become very 
closely tied. 

There continued to be no 
settlement in the Wayne County 
area, despite the fact that British 
colonial administrators continued to 
grant lands in the Tombigbee 
Cession until they surrendered the 
area south of 32928' (including 
Wayne County) to the Spanish on 
May 9, 1781. 

The Spanish would hold the 
territory for the next eighteen years, 
a period of population increase on 
the eastern frontier. Fearing an 
influx of Americans, particularly 
disaffected Tories, the Spanish at 
first adopted a tight immigration 
policy. In 1783, the colonial 
authority forbade any immigration 
into the area except by Roman 
Catholics. The old settlers were 
allowed to remain, and all new 
settlers were required to cultivate 
the land they received. Although 
"mechanics" could settle in Spanish 
Mississippi, hunters and traders were 
forbidden. 

As if the land problem were not 
already complicated enough, the 
state of Georgia had claimed the 
present states of Alabama and 
Mississippi shortly after the 
Revolution. The Georgia legislature 
began issuing grants in the area and 
selling large tracts, many of them 
overlapping, to land companies. 


When this activity began, Spain. 


liberalized its policy toward settlers 
by dropping the restriction against 
non-Catholics. Spain required that 
each settler clear part of his grant 
and build roads and bridges during 
the first year after his patent was 
issued. A colonist was required to 
make a harvest the next year, and he 
could not dispose of the land he had 
received until he had produced 
three harvests. 

The number of settlers who may 
have come into the Chickasawhay 
country during Spanish rule is 
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unknown. It may be likely that ther 
was some settlement and a bit oi 
land granted in the immediate area. 
A number of old Spanish record 
books existed at the Court House in 
Wayne County until the building 
was destroyed by fire in 1892. 

On April 7, 1798, Congress 
established the Mississippi Territory, 
a governmental district embracing 
the lands between the 
Chattachoochee and Mississippi 
Rivers and between 32°28’ and 31°. 
The territory's population was 
probably no more than 5,000. It 
consisted primarily of two settled 
areas, the Natchez District, which 
by this time had lost its frontier 
character, and the eastern outposts 
along the Alabama, Tombigbee, 
Buckatunna and Chickasawhay. No 
records are available of settlers 
along the latter two streams until 
after 1800, but it is likely that a few 
hardy souls had ventured into that 
wilderness. The origins of any 
settlers in the area is, of course, 
unknown. But it can be assumed 
that they were not unlike those 
residents along the Tombigbee who 
do not seem to have been of the first 
rank of citizens. Many of the settlers 
before 1799 were Tories from 
Georgia and North and South 
Carolina, or fugitives from justice in 
those states. 

Most of the land in this vast tract 
was still in Indian hands, and though 
a number of white settlers were 
scattered throughout the area, only 
those lands lying within the original 
1765 cession were legally open to 
settlement. &Most of the Wayne 
County's present area was in Indian 
territory. 

During these opening years of the 
century, the tempo of settlement in 
Washington County increased so 
that by 1803, according to Monette, 
the frontier area's population 
numbered about 1500. The period 
also saw the first major permanent 
settlements by white men in what 
became Wayne County. Sometime 
before 1803, James Patton, who 
would become the eastern 
settlements” luminary in territorial 
politics and one of the most 
important men in the early years of 
statehood, settled along the banks 
of the Chickasawhay at what would 
become Winchester. By November 
of that year, Patton had already 


· become 


involved in the most 
important issue the frontiersmen 
considered — land. His name and 
that of Joseph Patton appear on a 
petition to Congress asking that 
settlers on public lands be granted 
the land after five years of 
cultivation. Records are not 
available to indicate whether Patton 
himself was such a squatter, but it is 
likely that he was, since public lands 
were not opened for sale in the area 
until 1807. 

Seven families along the 
Chickasawhay formed the nucleus of 
a settlement that would soon come 
to be known as Winchester, would 
be one of the most prosperous towns 
of the new state for a number of 
years in the 18205, and is now one 
of Mississippi’s most enigmatic 
deserted villages. Kirby found 
reason for their settlement in what 
became Wayne County, but 
underscored the importance of the 
older Tombigbee settlements: “It is 
said that there is good land on the 
Chickasawhay, sufficient to admit a 
considerable settlement. The 
country on the west side of the 
Mobile and Tombigbie is generally a 
Pine-baren of great extent, and will 
not for a considerable jength of time 
become otherwise useful, than as a 


range for cattle and healthy 
positions for habitations. The 
principal cultivations of the 


inhabitants has always been on the 
east side.” 

Despite the fact that the French 
had suggested exploitation of these 
vast timber resources as much as 75 
years before, there is little evidence 
at this point any such efforts had 
been made except for a very minor 
production of naval stores. 

The problem of arable land was 
important to these early settlers. As 
has been pointed out, the best land 
lay in the river valleys, but, 
according to Hamilton, “Occasional 
oases of fertility were found in 
addition to the alluvial soils. For 
example a strip characterized by 
numerous small prairies entered the 
region from Indian territory in 
Wayne County ... and extended 
eastward through the northern 
portion of the white man's land 
along the Tombigbee and Alabama. 
But these merely proved the rule 
that the entire ceded portion of the 
Mississippi Territory east of Pearl 
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“ver was made up of pine barrens, 
. th all the connotations of that 
term. At the north [in Wayne 
County], there were hills, covered 
with scrub oaks and shortleaf pines, 
giving way, as one proceeded 
southward, to long leaf pines, which 
continued to the flat coastal plain, 


eMuch of the prairie in Wayne 
County remained in a Yowani Indian 
reservation until the 1830's. That 
part that was not in the reservation 
was not settled until very late in the 
territorial period and in the early 
years of statehood. Cotton would 


become an important part of the 


economy of the region, but for these 
early settlers, cattle was for a brief 
time the major product. Herds in the 
region were large and widespread, 
since even the piney woods could be 
adapted to cattle raising. 

Cotton had become the staple 
crop of the Natchez District in the 
early years of the decade, and its 
production in the eastern 
settlements was on the upswing, 
bringing with it slavery. In the 
Chickasawhay area, the industry was 
in its infant stages, but would 
undergo major increases within the 
next few years. 

It is interesting to speculate on 
how the frontier settlements paid for 
their commodities, for there were no 
banks in the region. Even in 
Natchez, gold was not in 
circulation. Most trade in the west 
was carried on. with the use of 
commercial paper, government 
notes, notes on New Orleans banks, 
and cotton receipts. None of these 
media of exchange could have 
existed to any real extent in the 
Wayne County area, and the system 
of trading there remains obscure. 

Two events of 1805-1806 would 
serve to improve the situation in the 
east and allow the major periods of 
growth that would occur in the area 
in the next decade. The Choctaw 
had already been allowing white 
settlers to travel along the trails 
between the Tombigbee and 
Chickasawhay settlements and 
Natchez. On November 16, 1805, 
the tribe ceded to the United States 
a 75-mile wide strip of land that 
extended from the boundary of the 
Natchez District to the dividing line 
between the Tombigbee and 
Alabama Rivers. This cession 


affirmed the old Tombigbee .area 
settlements and removed Indian title 
from all of what is now Wayne 
County except for a small area in the 
northeast which was reserved for the 
Yowani. 

« The other major event of the 
period also made travel easier. In 
1806, Congress provided for the 
construction of a road from Athens, 
Georgia, to Natchez through the 
Tombigbee settlements. This road, 
though very slow in the building and 
hardly more than a four-foot 
horsepath when it was completed, 
ran through Winchester and came to 
be known as the Old Federal Road. 
it would be 1811 before the road 
would be completed from Georgia 
to the Tombigbee, but by 1807, a 
definite “three-chopped way" post 
road ran from St. Stephens through 
the Chickasawhay area to Natchez. 
The road brought new settlers, but it 
would be only upon its completion 
from Georgia that the massive 
immigration of the 16105 could 
occur. 

After 1805, settlements in the 
Chickasawhay area came into their 
own as important parts of the 
territory. In 1804, as we have seen, 
only seven families lived along the 
stream. Within three years, the 
Chickasawhay settlement had so 
grown that its citizens — with only 
one or two exceptions, squatters on 
public lands — could petition that 
the area be separated from 
Washington County and be created 
into a new county. The petition 
carried approximately 75 signatures. 
The territorial government would 
not heed the request until two years 
later. 

During this period of growth, the 
problem of Spanish Control of the 
port of Mobile caused increasing 
discontent on the frontier. As early 
as 1603, Claiborne had written that 
“ . . the Spanish Government have 
of late acted to base and treacherous 
a part toward the American 
commerce ...” that the settlers 
faced economic hardship. By the 
middle of the first decade of the 
century, settlers were demanding 
that the Spanish be driven out, and 
in 1807, the territorial legislature 
appealed to Congress: "The free 
navigation of the Mobile and 
Tombigbee rivers to the people of 
the County of Washington are 


important and interesting objects: 
for nine years past have the people 
of that country been tributary to the 
Spanish Government; their best 
resources cut off; their commerce 
cramped, and the people themselves 
have suffered exactions and 
oppressions even beyond what the 
Spanish Government impose on 
their own subjects — their situation 
we trust will command the attentive 
consideration of the President and 
the Congress . . . and that it will be 
speedily. remedied.” 

With James Patton as its leader, 

Wayne County would later take a 
different approach, but for the 
present, it joined with the rest of the 
frontier in responding to Claiborne’s 
inattention by opposing those with 
whom he had made “political 
fences,” even to the extent of 
fighting George Poindexter who had 
a natural appeal to the back 
country’s rough democracy. 
e One incident with political 
overtones brought the eastern area 
to the limelight in 1807. The Spanish 
problem at Mobile had reached such 
a point by that time that Aaron 
Burr's supposed conspiracy to take 
over the Southwest found favor 
among some frontier settlers. 
Detained in Natchez, Burr found 
friends in Washington County’s two 
legislators, Lemuel Henry and James 
Caller. They told him he would have 
had the frontier’s support, had his 
purpose been to take Mobile. 
Recognizing the friendliness of the 
eastern county, Burr fled there when 
he learned he would be sent to New 
Orleans for trial. On February 18, 
1807, he reached a Tombigbee 
settlement where he was recognized 
by Nicholas Perkins. The settler 
informed Edmund P. Gaines, 
commandant at Fort Stoddart, and 
Burr was arrested and sent on to 
Washington. Frontier settlers who 
had looked to Burr to lead a move 
against Mobile strongly disagreed 
with Gaines' actions. 

If the settlers found Spanish port 
duties unbearable, they could not 
have felt the same for territorial 
taxes, though they still rankled that 
they were so frequently ignored by 
the territorial government. In 1803, 
land was assessed at $1 per 100 
acres; each slave under 50 was taxed 
at 50 cents; dwellings were set at 50 
cents per 100 square feet of base. 
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Available tax records do not show 
how much of such property existed 
at this early date in what became 
Wayne County. However, it is 
doubtful that Chickasawhay settlers, 
although they had slaves, had a 
heavy tax burden, since few of them 
held titles to their lands. In 1807, the 
area paid more taxes, for its number 
of settlers had grown remarkably 
and the assessment system had 
changed. Owners of tracts of land 
closest to the Chickasawhay paid $3. 
As one's land was further and further 
removed from the rivers, his tax was 
progressively reduced. 


Immigration continued in a 
swelling stream. Population of the 
settlements in the Chickasawhay- 
Buckatunna area had grown rapidly. 
These citizens, becoming more 
influential in the territory, had to 
travel through 65 miles of 
wildnerness to the county seat to 
take care of legal and government 
business. Therefore, on December 
21, 1809, the territorial legislature 
acted: "The county of Washington 
shall be, and the same is hereby, 
divided in the following manner, to 
wit: Beginning on the line of 
demarcation, where the trading road 
leading from the Choctaw nation to 


Mobile crosses the same, thence: 


along said trading road to the 
present Choctaw boundary line, 
thence along said boundary line to 


Pearl River, thence down the same. 


to the place of beginning; and all 
that tract of country within the 


above described boundary shall 
compose a county, which shall be 
called Wayne." 

The tract organized into this 
county was immense; from it have 
been created the entire present 
counties of Wayne, Jones, 
Covington, Jefferson Davis, Lamar 
and Greene, most of Forrest and 
Perry, and a large part of Mation and 
Lawrence. 

a The new county was organized in 
a period of turmoil in the territory. 


Not only were the citizens vexed by ` 


the Embargo Act, increasing hostile 
Indian activity, and land problems, 
but also political sectionalism was 
again beginning to rear its head. 
Seven months before the legislature 
had formed Wayne County, a large 
number of citizens of the area east 
of the Pearl, who estimated the 


| 
| 


commit aggressions upon any of th= 
inhabitants of the adjacent Provir 

of West Florida I shall rely upon your 
exertions to aid the civil authority to 
suppress it — my confidence in your 
love of country — in your respect for 
the free institutions under which we 
live, and your attachment to the 
best interests of your fellow-citizens 
in the part of the Territory where you 
reside, are sure pledges that this 
reliance is not improperly .placed." 
Holmes further warned that the 
scheme could only retard efforts to 
have the Mobile situation settled, a 
problem Congress was about to 
tackle. 

Holmes’ warnings availed little 
and by late November, the insurgent 
groups, estimated at between 60 and 
200 strong and led by James Caller, 
had already begun manuevers 
toward Mobile. Militia leaders had 
joined the band, but there is no 
available evidence whether Patton 
was one of them. The situation had 
become "every day so truly critical," 
that Toulmin took it upon himself to 
write to President Madison 
describing the situation: “I have 
strong hopes that the party will not 
increase. It consists | am told, 
principally of the settlers on the 
public lands in the forks of the 
Tombigby and Alabama. There are 
but few old settlers among them — 
but few men of property — but few 
in short who have been much 
accustomed to pay duties to the 
Spanish government or to any other. 
There are however, several who 
have held commissions, civil or 
military." 

In a message to Madison six days 
later, Toulmin indicated that several 
frontier officials were involved in 
the scheme, but that he was 
determined to foil their effort. He 
said that "about six" Wayne 
Countians were involved, but did 
not identify them. Finally, American 
troops from Fort Stoddard assisted 
the Spanish in bringing the matter to 
an end, and it was not until after the 
Spanish had harbored enemy British 
vessels in 1813, that President 
Madison ordered American soldiers 
to force the European power out of 
Mobile. Some of the 1610 
filibusterers had been captured after 
a skirmish with the Spanish, but 
Toulmin was unable to convict 


them, public favor was so much on 
their side. 

Generally, life on the frontier was 
much quieter.The opening of the 
road from Georgia in 1811 and the 
sale of public lands brought a stream 
of immigrants to both Washington 
and Wayne Counties. Hamilton 
expressed ^... the possibility that 
the back-country received a 
contingent of settlers because it was 
in that region that the ‘roads’ from 
the east debauched. Having reached 
the promised land, . . . they pitched 
camp without asking further 
questions. The land routes into the 
territory probably brought the 
majority of the settlers, but those 
who arrived over them have left 
little record of themselves.” 

One such pioneer was Clinch 
Gray, who had already been living in 
the territory, but had gone to South 
Carolina in 1810 to claim a bride. 
One of his descendants gives an 
account of Gray's settlement іп 
Wayne County which sheds some 
light on immigration: “Prepared for 
the return trip . . . they traveled on 
horseback and brought household 
requirements on an 11 packsaddle 
train. Arriving at a pre-selected spot 
on the East bank of the 
Chickasawhay River, he stood near a 
mulberry tree, looking up and down 
the river for a short time. Then he 
said, “This is the place; here we will 
stop.” They lived in tents pitched 
near the mulberry tree for some 
time. Later a two-room cabin was 
built a short distance back from the 
river." 

Another such incident concerning 
Wayne County settlers had to do 
with two brothers from Chesterfield 
District, South Carolina, William 
and Alexander Powe, who would 
become prominent planters in the 
county. On April 11, 1811, the 
governor of Georgia granted William 
Powe permission to travel through 
the Creek settlements to settled 
areas of the Mississippi Territory. 
Powe's entourage included his 11 
children and 46 Negroes. 6 
Wilkins gives this account of their 
journey: ". . . when they reached 
the Chattahoochie river [they] had 
to abandon their wagons as the 
Creek Indians would not allow any 
trees to be cut in their territory. 
Rolling hogsheads were constructed 
out of oak staves. They were packed 
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full of the effects of the pioneers and 

əlled through the Indian country, 
ጠህ[ፎ5 or pairs of mules being 
hitched to them by means of staffs 
or poles. It is said that one of the 
Powe brothers having a considerable 
amount of silver carelessly packed it 
[በ a hogshead which was filled with 
bacon. When he reached Wayne 
County, he found his bacon ground 
to “hash” and the silver coins worn 
almost beyond recognition.” 
Alexander Powe settled on the 
Chickasawhay about two miles 


south of Winchester. His brother 
settled three miles farther 
down river. 


& The new settlers found older 
Wayne County residents concerned 
with the same old problem — land. 
On October 9, 1811, 43 Wayne 
Countians petitioned Congress to 
renew pre-emption grants to settlers 
east of the Chickasawhay in the 
county and to grant special 
considerations to citizens who had 
made major improvements. The 
petition shows that most of the 
settlers had neglected to claim their 
pre-emption rights to or pay the 
notes when they came due. They 
tried to explain the matter: “. 

your petitioners a few years since 
formed a settlement in this remote 
and detached country, distant from 
all means of general information as 
to events passing in the world, and 
even as to measures and regulations 
adopted by government for their 
own peculiar advantage ... when 
the benevolence of the national 
legislature extended to your 
petitioners the privilege of obtaining 
permission to reside on the public 
lands and afterwards converted 
those permissions into rights of pre- 
emption; your petitioners were 
either too ignorant of the nature and 
conditions of the regulations in their 
behalf to avail themselves of them in 
time, or too poor (with a trade 
interrupted by Spanish exactions) to 
make the necessary payments in the 
time required by law." It is less likely 
that the settlers were ignorant than 


that they simply postponed 
committing themselves to buy the 
land, perhaps hoping for later 


donations or unsure that the county 
would be their permanent residence. 
The petition also indicates that 
Wayne County was developing a 
stable, rudimentarily specialized 


economy: “. . . some of the settlers 
have erected grist and saw mills to 
the great convenience of the 
inhabitants as well as to the 
augmentation of the value of public 
property lying adjacent . . ." It is 
fairly certain that one of these mills 
belonged to one of the Pattons, six 
of whom signed the peition. 

With land available, immigration 
continued at a high rate. In the 
twelve months between September 
30, 1811 and September 30, 1812, 
more than 64,000 acres were 
claimed at the land office at St. 
Stephens. This land was sold for 
more than $135,000, with $35,508 
being collected at the time of 
purchase. The Natchez area may 
have been suffering from a 
depression, but the outlook in the 
eastern counties appeared bright. 


With settlement on public lands at - 


an all-time high, the territorial 
legislature, in which James Patton 
represented Wayne County, moved 
to divide the huge Wayne County 
area into more easily governable 
districts. On December 11, 1811, the 
assembly divided Wayne County 
virtually in half to create 6 
County, thereby taking away some 
of the settlers on the lower 
Chickasawhay and upper Pascagoula 
who had been counted with the 
population of the Winchester and 
Buckatunna Creek settlements. That 
day the assembly took a big bite out 
of western Wayne County along the 
Pearl River by creating Marion 
County. 

But it would not be long before 
expansion in the frontier areas 
would suffer a setback. On May 10, 
1812, Judge Toulmin, recently 
returned to Fort Stoddard. from 
holding court at Winchester, wrote 
the territorial capital to warn of ". . . 
a considerable consternation” 
among the residents of his entire 
district that there was danger of a 
Creek Indian attack. At the time 
Toulmin felt the citizens had greatly 
magnified the danger. That year, the 
Indian warrior chief Tecumseh had, 
at British urging, traveled into the 
northern part of what became 
Alabama to excite the Indians into 
attacking American settlements. 
Choctaw, Chickasaw and Cherokee 
tribes had refused to listen to him, 
but some Creeks, already hostile to 
American settlers, began to dance 


the war dance. Although there was 
division among the Creeks over war 
with white settlers, the war party 
won out and Creek bands went to 
Pensacola to receive arms from the 
Spanish, who were cooperating with 
Britain. As  Toulmin's letter 
indicates, the settlers were aware of 
danger. ል band of militia 
commanded by Colonel James Caller 
(whose main interest was in 
promoting the welfare of the 
settlements, even in his filibustering 
activities already mentioned) 
attacked the Indians on their return 
from Spanish posts. This battle of 
Burnt Corn proved a draw, with both 
sides suffering heavily, апа it 
signaled to the settlers that a bloody 
war was about to begin. Realizing 
that regular army assistance was 
almost out of the question, 
frontiersmen all over the Tombigbee 
and Alabama country and in Wayne 
County gathered at centralized 
houses and built stockades around 
them for protection from the 
Indians. 

The Creek outbreak led to the 
erection of two such "forts" in 
Wayne County. One, Rogers' Fort, 
was located about seven miles north 
of Winchester. Patton's Fort was 
located at Winchester itself. The 
citizens, according to Wilkins, did 
their best to be prepared: "When the 
news of this uprising of the Creeks 
reached Wayne County, many of the 
citizens were attending a protracted 
meeting on Buckatunna Creek, . . . 
A hurried consultation was held and 
the people returned to their homes 
with the understanding that the men 
should the next day meet at Patton’s 
mill to decide upon some course of 
action. At this meeting it was 
decided that a fort should be built 
near this mill for the protection of all 
families in the community. After the 
meeting and as soon as the men 
hastened to their homes, and as 
soon as convenient returned with 
their families, well supplied with 
provisions, working tools, and 
everything else needful for fort life. 
They began to work upon the fort 
without delay. In about a week it 
was completed and occupied. The 
fort was called Patton's Fort in honor 
of Col. James Patton, who was made 
its commander." 

Most of the Creek activity 
centered in the Alabama 
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settlements, however, and when no 
attack materialized in Wayne 
County, "After the lapse of several 
weeks about fifteen families 
becoming dissatisfied with the 
discomforts of fort life, and the 
annoyances of some false alarms, 
abandoned the place and returned 
to their farms on the Buckatunna. 
They then adopted a plan for their 
own protection. When the duties of 
the day were over, these families 
would repair to some designated 
house in the community, around 
which sentinels would be posted for 
the night. The next morning before 
returning to their farm duties, 
another house would be selected as 
a place of meeting, at which all 
would assemble at the appointed 
time. They also organized a kind of 
scouting service. From time to time 
two men well armed and mounted 
would be sent in the direction of the 
enemy to watch and ascertain their 
movements. On their return they 
would be relieved and two others 
sent on a like errand. In this manner 
these Buckatunna farmers enjoyed 
the freedom of country life and kept 
up their farm work. Their scouting 
service was so efficient that the 
inmates of Patton's Fort depended 
upon them for information as to the 
Indians. Two of these farmer scouts, 
Cole and Crane, were the first to 
bring to Wayne County the news of 
the massacre at Fort Mims. This 
intelligence had little effect upon 
the sturdy farmers who left the fort. 
They remained upon their farms 
during the entire war." 

Despite the precautions of the 
settlers, it is probably fortunate that 
no skirmishes occured in the county 
during the Creek War. 

Probably the worse effect of the 
war in Wayne County was the 
economic strain it put on the whole 
eastern part of Mississippi Territory. 
Though Wayne County's suffering 
was not so severe as that of the 
Alabama-Tombigbee area, 
Toulmin's descriptions of the 
problem can be taken to apply to 
Wayne County to a milder degree: 
^. . . the troubles, discouragements 
and disadvantages under which we 
have labored since the month of 
August 1813 cannot be accurately 
estimated by those who have not 
resided in this part of the territory. 
From that time for many months the 


whole country, 1 may say, w. 
abandoned. The people left their 
houses and plantations and took 
refuge in forts. 

"Some fled to the west of Pearl 
river, and some to Mobile. Great 
expenses were incurred in moving 
about — and in living in strange 
places; whilst their corn, their hogs, 
their cattle, their sheep, and in 
many cases their houses were 
destroyed at home. |t was 
impossible therefore that they 
should pay for their lands. Their 
lands, indeed, became worthless, 
became worth nothing; for it was 
long a question whether the whole 
country must not be utterly 
abandoned. No one traveled thro' 
the Country alone; and even field 
officers when traveling in Company, 
have thought it prudent to put their 
epaulets in their pockets or 
otherwise to conceal them. 

"When the destruction 
occasioned by the Indians in some 
degree subsided; our protectors 
themselves levied new 
contributions: the soldier succeeded 
the savage.” 

Toulmin went on to explain that 
militia and regular troops, many of 
them without adequate supplies, 
had taken the settlers’ livestock and 
ruined their crops, causing great 
economic hardship on the people. 
He even complained of some 
instances of troops destroying 
settlers’ buildings. The whole affair, 
Toulmin felt, had resulted in terrible 
consequences for the region: 71 
know families with from 50 to 80 
Negroes who have not a dollar to 
buy one single article for family use 
— and who have not received a 
dollar for any article of produce, for 
three crops... | had six hands 
engaged in raising corn last year and 
nothing else. | sold none. None was 
taken from me (for tho' it was 
attempted; | prevented it) — and yet 
i had to buy all my bread from April 
last, till the new crop came in; and 
had not peace taken place, ! could 
not have bought it at all, for the 
whole had to come from Orleans." 

Quite naturally, and this time 
probably from good reason, the 
citizens of the eastern frontier 
turned their economic plight arising 
out of the war to yet another plea for 
Congressional indulgence on their 
debts for public lands. In a petition 


to Congress written in late 1815, a 
large number of settlers described 
their plight: “They purchased in a 
time of peace, when there was a 
reasonable prospect of raising the 
necessary funds. They were often 
obliged to purchase more land than 
they really wanted for the purpose of 
cultivation, in order to obtain 
situations suitable for residence. To 
fertile swamp-lands pregnant with 
disease, they were obliged to add 
barren pine-lands whose only 
recommendation was, that they 
afforded a healthful settlement. The 
Purchasers paid the first 
installments, and hoped Ьу 
reasonable industry and economy to 
be able to pay the rest. War with the 
Indians drove them from their farms, 
engaged them in military service, 
and made their property the sport 
of the desolating savage. Dwelling 
houses, mills, cattle, horses, corn, 
and household furniture, have been 
destroyed or carried away. . . . The 
evils of the war have fallen with 
particular severity on the inhabitants 
of this district. Many will not for a 
long time recover the shock which 
they have sustained in their 
property." 

The petitioners then went on to 
ask that Congress postpone due 
dates for payment and interest on 
lands bought from the public 
domain. They would continue to use 
their Creek War-induced economic 
problems to ask for indulgences on 
land matters up to the time of 
statehood for Mississippi. This 
petition was signed by several 
Wayne Countians, including Daniel 
and John McRae; William, 
Alexander and Thomas Powe; Clinch 
Gray; Willis Lang; and James Patton. 

On the other hand, there is some 
evidence the situation was not quite 
so desperate on the frontier, with 
some farmers reporting good crop 
years during and immediately after 
the war. An even more unusual 
indication of this is the fact that 
territorial representatives from the 
eastern section, who usually 
strongly favored having due dates of 
debts postponed, voted against a 
stay of executions for debts in 1814. 
Leadership in this move, according 
to Hamilton, came from the frontier 
counties’ political “bell wether,” 
James Patton, who had apparently 
already assumed the position 
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aiborne ascribes to him as "the 
most conspicuous man in East 
Mississippi." Patton's actions may 
be taken to indicate that Wayne 
County was economically better off 
than much of the rest of the 
territory. Certainly it points up the 
continuing spirit of sectionalism in 
the territory, since river counties 
had strongly favored the measure 
and had accused frontier counties of 
voting along sectional lines. 

The Creek War over, and 
American-British hostilities ended in 
1815, Mississippi Territory entered a 
period of remarkable prosperity. 
With the Indian problem out of the 
way, immigration routes from the 
east were re-opened and many new 
settlers found their way to Wayne 
County. Land was being cleared and 
a fairly strong agricultural economy 
was established. Apparently these 
new settlers were of a more 
substantial nature than the earlier 
pioneers along the Tombigbee, for, 
according to Wilkins, "Many highly 
refined families, some of which 
owned a large number of slaves and 
livestock, came from Virginia and 
the Carolinas to find homes in the 
wild southwest." But Toulmin, not 
noted for his admiration of the 
settlers, particularly in the 
Tombigbee, feared that such people 
would not long retain their 
respectability: "There is a baseness 
and malignity of invention — a 
depth of intrigue, and a 
perseverance in exertions to break 
down or to keep down — those that 
(superior to the spirit of faction) will 
not bend the knee to Baal; that good 
men themselves are often imposed 
upon — and bad men or ambitious 
men, believe it to be the highway to 
wealth and honor and glory to take 
part in the great drama of imposture 
and corruption ... | find that 
perfect strangers who come here, 
determined to be great men, soon 
become, under the tiution of our 
master magicians, as perfect adepts 
as the old practitioners . . ." 

By 1815, Winchester had so grown 
in importance that. the citizens of 
Wayne County had petitioned that a 
post office be established there, and 
Toulmin recommended James 
Patton for postmaster. On October 
20, 1815, U.S. Postmaster General R. 
J. Meigs wrote George S. Gaines, 
postmaster at St. Stephens: "| have 


' this day established a Post office at 
Winchester in the County Wayne in 
your territory 一 which place ۱ wish 
to be supplied with a mail once in 
two weeks at a rate not exceeding 
one hundred and four dollars.” The 
fact that Wayne County now had a 
post office did not insure that its 
mail service would improve. Only 
weeks after the office was opened at 
Winchester, the Postmaster General 
was warning area postmasters to 
stop taking newspapers and other 
mail not addressed to their office 
and reading it and lending it to 
others in the settlements. Such was 
the nature of frontier life. 
Winchester itself was becoming 
quite an important center in the 
territory, and although it did not 
reach its full flowering until 
immediately after Mississippi 
became a state, a look at it would be 
of value. According to Franklin L. 
Riley, “It is said that one time 
Winchester had twenty business 
houses and enjoyed a large trade, 
having no competing trading points 
near. It was situated on a beautiful 
level site, covered with large oak 
and other shade trees, about one 
mile from the Chickasawhay river 
and near a beautiful and never- 
failing creek of the purest water." 
Winchester was entering its major 
period of growth in 1815, but it is 
certain that the business activity 
Riley mentions did not come until 
almost 10 years later. On a trip to 
Winchester in the 1840's, J. F. H. 
Claiborne described "large 
plantations | abandoned" апа 
"mansions now deserted" — objects 
which existed, if indeed they did 
exist, oniy after Mississippi became 
a state and before Winchester was 
virtually deserted when Indian lands 
to the north were opened for 
settlement in the 18305. One 
characteristic Claiborne ascribes to 
the village was probably true by 
1815: Patton had made it “... a 
centre of political influence, second 
only to Natchez.” Nevertheless, 


during ۴ period under 
consideration, Winchester remained 
a small isolated village. In 


requesting that additional judges be 
appointed for his bench and that a 
federal court be set up in the eastern 
counties, Toulmin wrote that St. 
Stephens would be the best location 
for the court: “... it is the only 


place (besides Mobile) which has 
the appearance of a town — and it is 
the most convenient to the thickest 
population.” | 

Toulmin probably did need help 
with his judicial duties, since the 
territory was becoming more 
sophisticated. In December of 1815, 
the legislature adopted a measure 
requiring that a set of standard 
weights and measures be kept in 
several locations in the territory, 
including St. Stephens. Land, selling 
at a rapid clip in the district, was, of 
course, a problem. in 1816, more 
than 170,000 acres were sold at St. 
Stephens. There was violence, 
harrassment, complaints of threats, 
and conspiracies to prevent bidding 
at the St. Stephens sales. The 
situation worsened and at one point 
the place of sale was moved to 
Milledgeville, Georgia, for a time. 
The problem of squatters had 
increased with the tempo of sales, 
sometimes necessitating forcible 
removal. 

But the new major concern of the 
territory — a matter in which Wayne 
County would figure prominently — 
was coming to the forefront: 
admission of the territory as a state. 

Easterners sensing their new 
prominence and power, did an 
about-face and urged statehood for 
the entire Mississippi Territory. One 
of the most important leaders of this 
move was james Patton of Wayne 
County. Patton and others knew that 
the territory's Congressman, William 
Lattimore, had originally opposed 
division, but would go along with it 
if the Senate would not change its 
position. Since Lattimore could not 
secure admission of the entire 
territory, he would be willing to 
settle for immediate statehood for 
the western area. To try to prevent 
what seemed inevitable, the eastern 
settlers began holding meetings and 
petitioning Congress opposing 
division. 

The most well-known of these 
meetings was held October 29-31, 
1816 at John Ford's home on Pearl 
River. Of the twenty counties in the 
Mississippi Territory, only Amite, 
Adams, Claiborne, Warren and 
Madison failed to send 
representatives. The importance of 
the meeting is evident from a list of 
delegates. Patton came from Wayne 
County and quickly proved himself a 
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moving force behind the meeting. 
On the first day, the only business 
conducted was the naming of three 
committees, one of which was to 
draw up a petition asking that the 
territory be admitted to the union 
without division. Patton was the 
only delegate appointed to all three 
committees, which may indicate the 
esteem in which he was held by 
former Governor Mead, convention 
president. 

On the second day, the petition 
committee presented its work. Some 
of its arguments against division 
sounded like the old pleas for land 
indulgences: “. . . a large extent of 
the southern section of territory is 
almost an uninhabited waste of pine 
barren, and because our climate is 
so oppressive that our population 
will never be much condensed, nor 
very efficient. 

“ ,. if we be divided by any line 
near the centre of the territory, 
neither part will have the necessary 
numbers for a state government; the 
western part might never reach that 
number, because two thirds of that 
scant settlement is pine barren, and 
we see no probability of acquiring 
more lands from the Indians on that 
side in any reasonable time. 

^. ۔‎ . the larger part of our territory 
is yet in the possession of Indians, 
who.are so national in their feelings 
and so tenacious of their lands, that 


` from all probability a century will 


escape before their title becomes 
extinct. 

"|t is a fact, that we border on 
foreign territories hostile in their 
dispositions." 

The petition went on to describe 
benefits from the region's being one 
state, and the harm of division. After 
some debate, the memorial was 
adopted. Patton and the delegates 
from ten other counties, including 
the Mississippi River counties, 
Wilkinson and Jefferson, voted for 


it. The opposition “came, 
surprisingly, from the four Pearl 
River counties, Hancock, Pike, 


Marion and Lawrence. 

Knowing Lattimore's position, the 
delegates voted to send Judge 
Toulmin to Washington to present 


the case against division. After 
vroviding money for Toulmin’s 
the convention 


expenses, 
adjourned. With this meeting, 


Wayne County's opposition to 
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division was clearly established. 


During the debate over division, à 


census had been taken in 1816 to 
support the push for statehood. The 
census indicated the amazing rate of 
growth Wayne County had 
experienced. The county's total 
population was listed as 2,084 — 
1,567 whites and 517 salves. 
(Interestingly enough, one of the 
residents counted as white was a 
"free man of color.") In real terms, 
the county's population had more 
than tripled in six years, since much 
of the county’s original land area 
and population had been formed 
into other counties. The combined 
populations of Wayne and only one 
of these newer counties, Greene, 
was 3,819, which would have made 
the old Wayne second only to 
Adams in population. Even with its 
much constricted area, the county 
was larger than any other east of the 
Pearl in the part of the territory that 
became Mississippi. Of the 14 
counties that would finally become 
the. new state, Wayne was eighth [በ 
total population and in white 
population. It was tenth in slave 
population, though its average of 
one slave for every three whites was 
not at all low for a frontier county. 

in addition to population 
increases, Wayne County's land was 
considered more valuable. In 1815, 
land in the county was assessed at a 
value between those of second and 
third grade land in Natchez, quite a 
jump above earlier assessments. If 
the territory were to be divided, it 
was evident that neither new section 
would give up this important county 
without a fight. 

Toulmin arrived in Washington to 
argue against division, and found 
that Lattimore had already 
introduced a measure calling for 
immediate statehood for only the 
western half of the territory. On 
January 16, 1817, Toulmin wrote H. 
B. Slade to explain the situation: 
“When | reached this place, | found 
it to be the prevailing sentiment in 
both houses of Congress that Dr. 
Lattimore’s bills for a,new state west 
of the old Choctaw trading road, and 
a new territory east of it would pass: 
and | believe, that if | had not come 
there would have been no doubt 
about it ... his success is [now] 
much more doubtful than it was . . . 
should we only be able to 


obtain a postponement of the final 


question on a division until a new 
Congress meets, it may, under 
present circumstances, be 
tantamount to victory." 

The line Lattimore had proposed 
for the eastern boundary of 
Mississippi was the line between 
Washington County and Wayne 
County, along the old Indian road to 
Mobile. If the boundary were drawn 
there, three important frontier 
counties, Wayne, Greene, and 
newly-formed Jackson, would. be 
included with the Mississippi River 
counties in the new state. These 
coyntis still had relatively little in 
common with Natchez, most of 
their commercial and philosophical 
ties being with the Tombigbee area. 
The frontiersmen opposed 
Lattimore's plan, preferring union 
with frontier settlements in what 
became Alabama. Plans were 
proposed to make the Tombigbee 
the dividing line, leaving most of the 
frontier area in Mississippi. It was 
suggested that the Pascagoula and 
Chickasawhay be the line, leaving 
the unsettled half of Wayne County 
in Mississippi. But it appeared that 
Lattimore's proposal would carry the 
day. On January 28, 1817, Toulmin 
made a last-ditch effort before 
Congress: ". . . at least three fourths 
of the people of that country are 
desirous that the whole territory 
should be admitted into the Union 
as one state; and that if this cannot 
be done, that a large majority would 
be desirous that one state should be 
formed out of the whole of that part 
of the territory to which Indian title 
had been extinguished. 

"|f neither of these be admissible 
— then it would certainly be the 
wish of the settlers on the 
Pascagoula and its waters that they 
should be connected with the 
proposed territory, instead of the 
proposed state. All their habits of 
intercourse and business are 
exclusively with the people of the 
Mobile and Tombigby, whilst they 
are separated by a wilderness of 
from 80 to 130 miles in extent from 
the nearest settlements in the 
proposed state." 

This desire could be fulfilled, 
Judge Toulmin wrote, "... b 
running the line from the mouth of 
Bear creek to the north west corner 
of Wayne (instead of Washington) 
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yunty, and thence southwardly 
along the western lines of the 
counties of Wayne, Greene, and 
Jackson to the Gulf of Mexico. 
Such an alteration would 
unquestionably be gratifying to the 
people of those counties and as it 
will remove the grounds of jealousy 
from rival interests, in establishing 
the seat of government; it is 
presumed that it will not be 
unacceptable to the people of the 
west.” 

Toulmin's efforts were influential, 
for Franklin Riley, who did not 
understand the eastern counties’ 
position in the matter, said the judge 
almost succeeded in having 
Lattimore’s bills defeated. At any 
rate, Toulmin failed in his objective 
and Congress voted to divide the 
territory along the line Lattimore 
had proposed. 

The controversey was not yet 
over, for when representatives of the 
counties that were to form 
Mississippi met in 1817 (Patton and 
Clinch Gray were Wayne County's 
delegates) to draw up a constitution 
for the proposed state, the problem 
dominated the meeting and, 
according to Hamilton, almost 
wrecked Mississippi's chances for 
statehood. George Poindexter, who 
had found new political ties in the 
backwoods (he and Patton would be 
elected on the same ticket as 
governor and lieutenant governor in 
1819), led a fight against admission 
with division. The struggle raised 
bitter sectional notes, with 
Lattimore arguing before the 
convention that, ". . . without 
division . . . the eastern part of the 
State, which having a decided 
preponderance in population and 
representation, would control us at 
will." 

In the end, the division party won 
out, but, according to Hamilton, 
"^... various bargains апа 
compromises which grew out of the 
altercation over the line are the key 
to the story of the convention. There 
was little struggle over principles in ` 
the forming of the constitution at 
all, and the not too liberal document 
represented the common opinion of 
both east and west." 

With the debate resolved, the 
convention did its work. A 
constitution was adopted and 
approved by Congress, and on 


Petition 
December 16, 1808 


To the Honorable (Assembly): The Legislative Council and House of Representatives of the Mississippi 


Territory. 
* 


nts of Washington County, living on the Chickasawhay River humbly 
hay settlement is Distant from the courthouse upwards of forty miles 
pelled to attend court twice in every year three 
of us are men 


The petition of the Undersigned Inhabita 
sheweth that the nearest part of the Chickasaw 
and the extreme parts upwards of sixty that a number of us are com 
weeks at a time at considerable expence to ourselves and the loss frequently of our crops. As 8 number 
who have families depending alone on our labor for a support, that from the situation of the country it is sometimes 
next to impossible for those of us who have suits depending in Court to get there on account of high watters whereby 
great Injustice may be done the parties. Your petitioners represent that the Chickasawhay settlement at present near 
forty miles in length and that is upwards of sixty miles from the Huwannee Town on the Chickasawhay River (which 
will shortly be our Northern boundary) to where the Spanish line crosses the same and we humbly conceive that 
there is already a sufficient number of Inhabitants on the Chickasawhay River to entitle them to a county and the 


population fast Increasing by Emigrants from other parts of the United States. | 
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Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that your honorable body will take their case into consideration and 
have them a County laid off on the Chickasawhay River and your petitioners are in Duty bound will ever pray. 


James Patton 
Arthur Patton 

° William Ramsey 
Daniel Huey 
Thos. Sumrall 
John Lanier 
Alexander McIntosh 
Joseph Patton 
Henry Snellgrove 
Jas. Griffen 
James Morgan 
Elisha Morgan 
Elijah Morgan 
Thomas Morgan 
Simeon Williams 


William Williams, Sr. 


Herrin Williams 
Benjamin Williams 
William Williams 
James Taylor 
Samuel Newton 
John Williams 
John Lott 

Josiah Skinner 
John Evans 
Edward Gatlin 


(Endorsed) Petition of James Patton and others inhabitants of Washington County. December 1808 Comtt. P. & G. 


examined. 


Mathew Dickerson 
Wych Watley 
Amos Reed 
Tisdall Whatley 
Jno. Fike 

John Phillips 
Iham B. Philips 
Chas. Heaton 
Mick. Ehlert 
George Dickey 
George Johnston 
John McGaughey 
Wm. Hammelton 
Sampson Mounger 
Harris Mounger 
William Mounger 
William Webber 
Joseph Jones 
John Barwen 
John Brewer, Sr. 
Jessie Lott 

Luke Lott 

Robert Lott 
James Thomas 
James Bilbo 
Richard Nyee 
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Jacob Neely 
Joseph Neely 
Thos. Neely 
David Kelly (Nelly) 
Jas. Neely 
Jacob Newton 
Jurden Margen 
Hardey Woten 
Burrel Posey 
Stephen Gorrel 
MS. Illegible 
John Young ` 
(MS. ШеріЫе) 
Luke Patrick 
Micajah Wall 


(MS. illegible) Dupree 


Daniel Whitehead 
James Proctor 
Jourdan Proctor 
John Mounger 

R. B. George 
John Gordan 
David Horn 

Giles Sumril 
Calvin Sumril 


Wood (MS. Illegible) Ramisey 


A new court house was built ٣ 
Waynesboro in 1892 by the county 
to replace an older structure that 
had been destroyed by fire. The new 
court house was of brick 
construction and the front of the 
new building was adorned by the tall 
white columns so typical of that era. 
A jail was later built immediately to 
the rear of the new structure and 
connected to it by a breezeway. As 
it was the custom in those days to 
hold public executions, several 
condemned criminals were hanged 
on the scaffolds temporarily erected 
ror that purpose in front of the court 
house. This court house was used by 
the county until 1935 when it was 
replaced by a much larger and more 
modern building. It was finally 
condemned and torn down in 1958. 

During the first thirty years of the 
twentieth century Waynesboro 
continued its steady growth. From a 
population of about 500 in 1900, 
Waynesboro had grown into a town 
of almost 1200 people by 1930. 
There were several new additions to 
the business section and a motion 
picture theatre, where the latest 
Hollywood films were shown, was in 
operation. А new school building 
had been completed and a 
municipally owned power plant was 
in operation supplying cheap 
electric service to hundreds of 
homes and business houses. А water 


and sewage system had also been 


installed by the end of this period. 
As the automobile was becoming 
more popular, there were now a 
number of service -stations апа 
garages in town with the latest 
equipment to service the new cars. 

Waynesboro was not fortunate 
enough to escape the disastrous 
effects of the national depression of 
the early 1930's. The bank failed and 
a number of old established business 
firms were forced into bankruptcy. 
Making the economic conditions 
even worse was the fact that the 
sawmills that had been operating 
throughout the county were being 
moved to new locations and many 
of their employees were left without 
work. These adverse economic 
conditions were partially offset, 
however, by the program of civic 
improvements that was being put 
into effect during this period. The 
sewage system was repaired and 
improved and many streets were 
graded and paved. A new high 
school building was completed in 
1934 and in 1935 a new court house 
was built in Waynesboro by the 
county at a cost of $100,000. The 
Federal Government was induced to 
station a company of Civilian 
Conservation Corps (CCC) just north 
of Waynesboro to help push the 
intensive reforestation program then 
taking place in the county. 

By the late 1930’s the worst of the 
depression had been weathered. A 


new bank had been chartered and 

reral new firms were now located 
in the business district. The 
Mississippi Power Company had 
been given a franchise to supply the 
town’s electrical needs and the 
municipally owned power plant was 
abandoned. The Consumer’s 
Wirebound Box Company had 
located a large plant in Waynesboro 
and was employing a large number 
of people. Several sawmills were 
again operating in the county and 
business was once more on the 
upswing. 

After the discovery of oil in the 
northern portions of the county in 
1943, Waynesboro entered into a 
period of unprecedented growth and 
prosperity. From a population of less 
than 1600 in 1940 the town had 
developed into a small city of 3421 
people by 1950. Hundreds of new 
homes were built and several 
additions were made to the business 
section which now consisted of 
several department, hardware, 
furniture, food, variety, and drug 
stores. There were also a number of 
automobile agencies, service 
stations, garages, cafes, food stores, 
and other business establishments 
being operated outside the main 
business district. A commercial 
radio station (WABO) began serving 
radio listeners in Wayne County and 
the surrounding area from 
Waynesboro in the mid-1950's. 


Wayne County And Early Settlers 


Wayne County organized in 1809, 
seven years before Mississippi 
became a state and named in honor 
of George Anthony Wayne is located 
in the southeast portion of the state. 
Seven flags have flown over this 
county's soil: French, Spanish, 
English, United States, Bonnie Blue 
Flag, Confederate, and the State 
flag. 

The first white settlers came from 
North Carolina and South Carolina, 
mostly of Scotch descent. At the 
period spoken of, Wayne 
County was one of the ruling 
counties of Mississippi, the largest 
county in the territory and the only 
one that consistently refused to 


coalesce with the League, once 
existing against the county, Wayne 
in all early contests adhered with 
unshaken fidelity to the interests of 
Wayne County. But the Treaty of 
1830 with the Choctaws threw open 
such an immense extent of 


productive territory near the center ` 


of the state, drew off her population 
by the hundreds. Next to Lawrence, 
Wayne has given the largest number 
of settlers to the newer counties. 
Thirteen counties have been carved 
out of the original Wayne County 
and until now Wayne remains the 
third largest county in the state. 
The majority of the settlers who 
remained in Wayne County 
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boundaries were intelligent farmers 
who raised their own supplies and 
were ever ready to welcome the 
wayfarer to their hospitable 
firesides. А more peaceful 
community did not exist, and as 
evidence at this time there was 
neither lawyer, judge, sheriff nor 
even constable in the county and 
but for licenses for marriages and 
such civil functions it didn’t appear 
they would ever be necessary. 

The Indians of the county, the 
Yowanis, a tribe of the Choctaws, 
centered around a large village on 
the Chickasawhay at what is now 


Hiwannee. 
A French fur trader, Roulet, often 


visited this village and described it 
at length in his diary. In 1729 he 
traveled here by boat up the river 
and over the Indian trail from 
Hiwannee to Mobile. This was the 
famous Old Trading Road, and 
interesting to note that the GM&O 
RR and Highway 45 followed the 
same general route, testifying to the 
engineering skill of the Indian in 
selecting the best route of travel. 

Along this old trading road to 
Mobile, a Mrs. Sally Riley traveled 
170 years ago, in an ox wagon 
driving stock and even turkeys to 
market — a bride going to buy her 
household necessities and among 
other things she bought a set of 
dishes and these dishes now owned 
by her great-granddaughter are 
beautiful brown willow ware. 

Weddings then created similar 
excitement as today. Travel was 
slow and relatives arrived days 
ahead to aid in preparation and 
enjoy festivities — some coming 
from as far as Natchez and Aunt 
Tabitha and favorite Uncle John 
McLeod from even a greater 
distance. 

Years later when progress brought 
improved travel a story was told by 
an elderly lady who as a child was 
visiting in a home where wedding 
plans were nearing completion. She 
and other children chanced their 
glimpse at the prospective groom 
from Alabama as he drove up in a 


Wayne Communities Flourish, 


Strengthford 

The first known settler to this 
community was a Mr. Strength and 
family, who left Florida shortly after 
the turn of the century of 1800. He 
came to Winchester in search of new 
land to settle and was informed that 
there was land suitable for 
settlement on Thompson Creek, or 
the road between Shubuta and 
Ellisville which is now known as 
Township Road. Without much 
competition he must have found 
hunting and fishing very good and it 
45 reported that he was bitten on the 
hand by a coon, took blood poison 
and died. He was buried on the bank 


Waynesboro Main Street, 1978 


rubber tired buggy drawn by a span 
of beautiful horses, while they were 
polishing silver under the 
scuppernong arbor in the side back 
yard. Children then: were seldom 
seen and never heard. 

The first county seat was located 
at Winchester on the old Federal 
Road from the Carolinas and 
Georgia to Natchez. The first court 
house was burned in 1822 but was 
rebuilt on land donated by General 
Patton and built by John McDonald 


of the Thompson under a cedar tree, 
which was the beginning of the 
cemetery at Strengthford. As the 
creek was forded by travelers it took 
on the name of Strengthford. There 
was no bridge until 1905. 

As time passed on, other settlers 
moved in and settled homestead 
tracts of land. To name a few of 
these families we offer the names of 
Sim Strickland, Mart Cooley, John R. 
Shows, John Malone апа Jess 
Malone. The latter two left with 
their families and belongings in ox- 
wagons for the Gold Rush in 
California in 1849. A few settlers 
came in along and cast their lot on 
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at a cost of $400 or $500 — remained 
in Winchester until 1868 when it was 
moved to Waynesboro, 5 miles 
north due to lack of hotel facilities 


during court sessions. Many 
eminent citizens like Hon. Pow- 
hatten Ellis, General Laing and 


Colonel Horne, lived there until it 
lost its importance. 

Waynesboro, the largest town in 
the county, was made the county 
seat in 1867, and has grown steadily 
since that time. 


Fade 


Thompson Creek, and during the 
next 12 years peace and 
contentment blessed the efforts of 
these early settlers. 

When heavy hauling was to be 
done by ox-wagons on long 
distances, two or more wagons 
would travel together and where 
pulling was the hardest, one wagon 
was dropped and the team put, out in 
front of the other to help pull across 
boggy streams, or over sand hills, 
then both teams would cut loose 
from the first wagon and go back to 
pull the one left across the barrier. 

Came the Civil War, 1861-1865, 
and it is told that a Confederate 


tiny portholes for defense against 
Indian attacks. Now covered with 
glass, the tiny portholes have been 
enlarged into windows. 

The floors and doors within the 
house are built of pit-sawed timber, 
made smooth by hand-planing. Even 
the hinges, which still support the 
heavy doors, were hand-wrought in 
McLaughlin's own blacksmith shop. 

The McLaughlin kitchen once 
stood about 40 feet behind the main 
house. Other structures were a 
tannery, where shoes and leather 
goods were made, a cane mill, a 


workshop, and a weaving and 
spinning shop. 

In the 1700's the practice was to 
build several small cribs and barns 
instead of one large one. Today only 
one small crib remains on the 
McLaughlin farm. It and the main 
house are the only surviving 
structures. 

In those tragic days of indian 
attacks; slavery and robberies, 
McLaughlin buried all his gold 
somewhere near the house. He died 
without ever revealing its hiding 
place. Although people have dug up 


McLaughlin Home in Denham community. 


r «tically the whole McLaughlin 


L Je, the gold has never been 
found. 
The woods behind the 


McLaughlin home hold even more 
evidence of life in the Shiloh 
settlement. A community cemetery, 
now almost hidden by leaves and 
brush, contains over 200 graves. 
Only three graves have tombstones; 
all the others are marked simply with 
small sandstones. 

Buried within the woods are 
settlers, their slaves and even the 
enemy Indians. 


(Photo by Vicki Hicks) 


Pioneer Families Settle County 


George Clark came from South 
Carolina and settled on Eucutta 
Creek in 31810. He married 
Emmerline Tiner, who had earlier 
come from South Carolina. They had 
three sons, George Jr., (Bud, Albert 


(Tuck), and Thomas (Tom), who all 
settled near their father. 


W. S. Davis, Sr., had a colorful 
part in the history of the early days 
of the county, as well as the 
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Confederate Army. He was elected 
Lieutenant of the Wayne Rifles, 
which left Waynesboro by train, 
May 14, 1861, for Union City, Tenn., 
for drilling, where they became 
Company B, of the 13th Mississippi 


0 اس نے‎ ie ከ አይሽ په‎ icr 
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Regiment. They were ordered t 
Virginia, and rushed to the aid of the 
Confederate Army, just in time to 
turn the tide of the “First Battle of 
Manassas." 

In the battle of Leesburg, Lt. Davis 
acted as Captain. In the latter part of 
1962 he received an official notice 
from James Boykin, Sheriff of 
wayne County, that he had been 
elected to the office of "Probate 
Judge," now called Chancery and 
Circuit Clerk, of Wayne County. He 
sent the letter to Gen. Robert E. Lee 
and received from him his honorable 
discharge for his election under 
these most unusual circumstances. 

Late in 1862 he returned home 
and on Jan. 1, 1863 he took charge 
of the office at the (then) County 
Seat at Winchester. He held this 
office until 1870, when by an act of 
Congress, all who had had part in 
the Confederacy were disfranchised 
and he was removed and a man by 
the name of Hobbs, from Indiana, 
was placed in charge. After about 
two years, this was repealed and W. 
S. Davis was again holding the two 
offices of Chancery and Circuit Clerk 
and held them until they were 
declared separate offices. Then he 
was a candidate for Chancery Clerk, 
was elected, and remained in the 
office until 1912, in all, 47 years. 


My father, Allen C. Blackledge, 
was born March 24, 1849. My 
mother, Emlet Brownlee was born 


April 13, 1850 or 1851. | was born ` 


June 9, 1892, the last of a family of 
seven children, and the only one of 
that family living today. 

At the time 1 was born my father 
owned approximately 1500 acres of 
land and there lived enough white 
families on this property to establish 
a small school. Together with a very 


few families of white people living 


outside his property they organized 
a small school that operated only 
four months during a year — June, 
July, August and September. The 
first teacher 1 remember was Walter 
J. Lightsey who at the time was my 
brother-in-law, having married one 
of my sisters. | was told later that | 
received my name from his name. 
As time moved along there were 
several teachers who taught school 


in various "shacks" all of which were 
located on my father's land and all 
of those teachers "boarded" in our 
home with the exception of Walter J. 
Lightsey who owned his home and 
rode a bicycle to and from school. | 
remember the following named 
teachers who taught the little school 
that sometimes had an enrollment of 
as many as 30 pupils: Lawrence 
Leggett, Miss Theola Leggett, 
Raymond J. Bishop, Eugene Reid, 
Miss Esther Pou, Miss Rose Pou 
(sisters), Miss Emily Parker, John E. 
Blackledge and Miss Pearl Sanders. 
Walter J. Lightsey was later 
granted permission to operate a post 
office and was given permission to 
name the postoffice either Lightsey 
or Jonesville. He chose the name 
Lightsey and it operated at his home 
for a number of years. In 1917 | 
accepted the office and moved it to 
my home іп Section 21, 
approximately two miles east of the 
original site and it was kept there 
until January, 1929 when it was 
removed to my brother's home and 
his wife operated as assistant 
postmaster under my supervision 
until sometime during the early 
1920s when it was declared "dead" 
and a rural free delivery, Route 1, 
Laurel, started supplying the 
territory with Sid Graves as carrier. 
Of all of the people whom | have 
mentioned above none are alive 
today and | thank God that | am left 
to tell the world of a few things that 
happened long ago. 
Contributed by Walter A. Blackledge 


S. D. "Sol" Jones and Louisa 
Williamson married March 30, 1868 
and were the parents of 12 children. 
They homesteaded in Eucutta from 
Alabama in 1884. Mr. Jones and 
hired help, Sam, are remembered 
driving Mrs. Jones' turkeys to Mobile 
to market and taking 3 ox wagons 
loaded with turpentine and syrup to 
exchange for goods. 

W. G. Jones, one of "Sol's" sons 
was a leading merchant in this area. 
Another son, W. T. Jones, 
homesteaded the property in 
Eucutta, where Mr. and Mrs. G. W. 
Allen ( a great niece) now live. 


23 


William Ramsay, Jr., and family 
iioved to Wayne County around 
1805 and settled around the McRaes 
in Wayne County near Winchester. 
Their third child, Annie Porter 
Ramsay, was born near Winchester 
in the home of future governor of 
Mississippi. William J. Ramsay was 
born in Wayne County in 1811. 
Annie Porter married John Thomas 
Longino and had nine children, one 
of whom was Alfred Houston, a 
governor of Mississippi. 

The family then spread out until 
1962 when Edward Dees Martiniere 
Sr., family moved to Waynesboro. 
He is the great great nephew of 
Annie Porter Ramsay. _ 

Edward Dees Martiniere settled 
with his family, Jane Davies (a 
World War || bride from England) 
and three children, Merilyn Jane, 
Edward Dees, jr., and Charlotte 
Faye. He is now the owner and 
operator of Dees Mens Wear. His 
wife is bookkeeper for 
Chickasawhay Gas District. Merilyn 
Martiniere married Allen McFarland 
Torrey of Port Gibson, Miss., and 
have two children, Ramsay Lynne 
Torrey and Madelaine Dees Torrey. 
Edward Dees Martiniere, Jr., married 
Virginia Barksdale Simmons and 
have two children, Jenniffer Marie 
Martiniere and Edward  Dees 
Martiniere HI. Charlotte Martiniere 
Graham has two children, Stacy 
Rachel Graham and William Ryan 
Graham, and she and her family also 
live in Waynesboro. 


Col. John B. Horne died on May 2 
at his residence in Wayne County, 
Miss., of typhoid pneumonia after a 
brief but painfull illness, at the age 
of 68 years and 8 months. 

He was believed to have been 
born in Chesterfield County, S.C. He 
settled in Wayne County in 1816, at 
the age of 21. 


Clinch Gray and wife Margaret 
Evans Gray, are buried in the Boice 
Cemetery five miles north of 
Waynesboro near the Chickasawhay 
River on his old home site. 
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Patton: was commanded by General James Рачу ко 
‘the 9th Regiment fron Wayne County мајор P. Le Claiborne end маз a6... 
с tho massacro 25 FG, Mims с 


"the Battle of: Holy Ground with him, Aftet 

"v two scouts, Mark Cols and Maresh 022252, wera cont fron Winchester to 

|:. learn about the marsacre. Mark Cole broumhs the dispatches back in 

his hat. There is a legond that 2лагом dackaen and his Army spent the 
ay t په‎ “ላ ته جح پس‎ - 


T M اک‎ N ۱ مد‎ " Daft as Yea aye Roe Rer ч وم‎ 
7 s night аъ Ft. Patton when enroute vo LY ОРАЧУНВ di 1014, 


no record of men enlisted from Wayna County fer the 1 N 


33) | ‘An the Department of Archivos in Jac 

sippl Tho flag pivonto the Gaines Inyineibles by Ann, the ` 
“Gaines was captured at Blakely, Flori 
مه‎ this it was adopted by tho lorty-sixth Reginent; 
rouch the siega of Vicksburg e 


brought out by Captain Sublett, wrapped. 


“зев in the Spanish-American Var 
Eu. es icamaurn, Fonnessee, but the war 
ii ` ended. before they loft that сайр, They rere she first Regiment 

"s T0. under; Captain Coorge 1. Tergen ¿š 


n ani wore Dr, О. А, Loman, 2d Davis, ` 
~ Je G. Martin, Will Mills, John М ‚ Horace Davis, Lon Davis, Ба Gray, 
John Loo; Dr. F. К. Shepperd, у M 


s I and II 2 number of men enlisted fron џауде 75 


i. пар МНА - 
بے‎ During World War 
ounty z: with a 3056 of some of ther. 


ኣሠ.ኤ‏ ا 


О ኝ ብ” ኢያ n * - 


ይ az was found elsewhere during the "3 7 
“daya followlng the War Botwoon the States existed in Wayne County. Wo x 
4 company of whito Union- soldiers and later а company of полго soldiers: 
его Btationcd at Vinchester., Thero was a negro sheriff’ and a carpet: 
“baeger, whose name wes Hobbs, was Chencory благи. es 


gp : ; PE 

r‏ : . 7 د و 
بات یں ` . وھ 

Toe | P 
V l.c 4 
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ae | аб : ee DE رد‎ 
дене وای‎ i وور‎ " 
CIAR و‎ E pecias the’ Wer Between tho States a د‎ group of 300 deserters, led 
Ы Neyton Kniecht, took refuge in the swamps of Big Thompson Creek 

Bra atts Wayne County. ‘They: would shoot ፎቴ the Cay jalvy as it passed throug Ak 
SE دمه‎ 68 Jim Moody, thinking ከ5 was Captain Mil ler, whom they vowed: ` 
њој]. Garrett, Dock Eyans, end Leo е wera sent to muster D 
thé ‘deserters, being کت‎ to take them dead or alive, They were Po 
‘pursued by the deserter Garrett reached 5 home و‎ hid between CHO мм шы 
mattres xd &nd his wife pretended she was too 11} in bed to be aise 7 077: 
turbed. Evans sens a negro wonen. бо secure aid of the military forcess. 


t. vee OUTLAY DAYS Seesaw | 


i К Habe’ burrow, Rube ‘Smith ‘(cousins 2) 6 2d Joo Jeckson robbed tho MC 
i). gouthbound train as she Bucatumna tres 516; which was 12 miles south of КЕ 

TA. Buesturna,. - “тїз robbery occured at 2:59 am, on Septembor 25, dali EM 
Pom roin at Biucatunne, andduring tho 30 : 
1 


. Burrow. end Smith ملعم‎ the train, 
та takan from the empresa сах 


. ' minutes taken for tho 2 robbery, $2,655 was take Pun 
-;and..$795 from the ma 11 car, Conductor Schol es and Enginoor v horrell E МА 
‘were de charge о? the train, ' Tha robbers wore later arrest ted, bried noui 
and. 'Bentenced ; ending the sss carcar of the robbor and mu wdorer , 
Riho Burrows et pgi s Rus ИС end 


mr E S CER DP NM xS s d 35“ ۱ s ۱ 
سر‎ T n pus t i 
Um eu ee, 014" "Bein dy was a ×× 7 bootl еп ег whose ‘activitd es s gave zu 
وج‎ to. the express sion "Milking Old Bei пау" for drunknos RE 
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PDA | E nu ES 
RES Een Je ን چ‎ маз ' hanged Torarin 6, 3829. for a она sitenta 2 
ا‎ OP horse: stealing; af afer a trial by jury of "his own selection, بد‎ 
VOU. یج بای‎ other records of horse stealin ng апа. وور وه 9ھ‎ ቷጺኳ ' s 
cb 7 days thas haye doen 990. be ور کے و‎ to eL. رنه‎ suis ای‎ 


بھی گا 5ء 


VS Were Dant. tri ed to buy negro Slaves "fron А Indiana 48: کے‎ 
ረ 50/8 dh p the early settlers bros ht slaves with them when thoy^ 
: to Wayne с. ти 21766 Edvard пета uh] ал brourht slaves With :". 
bin end bought others in Kew Orleans. те 1511 the Powes brought ኡ5 
25,35 ዕድ the population 


The 1936 census showed $25.15» 65 f 
Раст ormors, 573 farm 


F1 - >8 with them. 
Di :. . were negroes, The 1935 farn bes vue 225 wore farm ovmors, 
TRIG ALY Croppers. 72 iS کان ته که‎ 


rent 7972). 67 215 75 OWTIGLS y and 223 MOR‏ | بر د 
21v c size of ё negro fara is $6.3 Св:‏ 


wookiy slave rations for cach person "ere 1 peck of corn,‏ نو ስብን‏ تا 
d 3MUof Ioa (york); This was pupolensented by beef and vegatablad. .‏ 

“Clothes: end money wers given аз Shristmas presents. Slaves were . 

for special work, according to their intelligence. Passes Wero |‏ لج تقو به 
Given to leave tha plantation for not wore then four kours. авес‏ 

; e patrol system or "nat tor rolior23! policod the action of tho sieves . 

0 AER, they меге away from homes and run Era slaves were traced by ፡ ' 

X blood | HOURS: oz NET dogs. p 
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CHAPTER TV 
. 5 INSTITUTIONS 


fict sonis ious سوہ‎ tion of the county was the Mission. 
hapelflocation as Hiwannee in 1722 during the French dominion and | 
سیت یف‎ or under Fathers Beaudoin апд LeTevre. The foundations f 
excavated and. identified in recent years. by Saunders. تک‎ 


>: 


The Presbyterian Church, Phi 3ladelphüs, located eas t of vues و‎ 
‘boro, has ‘hed a continuous history since 1811 when it was established. . 
ha:chearter members were Scotch and the Gaelic language was predominate- : > 
‘used. Some of the sanly families were 114265 ر‎ KeDonalds, KoLeurens, ::: 
and KcKeahey , a I ni 


$ Hebron "Church p mi iles northeast of eB on 6 Hathers 

ville ‘Road was organized in 1950 by Uncle Sarmie Jores, local Hethodist 

у preachez and Pioneer citizen of We ayna, The records were burned with. : 
thechurch in 3560, ` | е | 
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的 "Salom Bap 


es vist Church cf Waynesboro was locatted on Patton desek;‏ أ 
it one mile 95565 о cf 386 i Waynesboro end Winchester road, organised, cupposed- .‏ 
ly-Bbout 1620. It was moved in 1602 to the location which is new the '‏ | ,| 

|. pesidencé of T, [2, Gray, erd in 1693 again moved two blocks south, | 
900:917 its present ста but known £3 Firet Baptist. 


AU The Waynesboro Methodis st Protestant Church was built in 1853 
ео: Episcopal, Church South. маз organized in 1660. ru 
bU Solos мө: hodist I Episcopal Church 2 qua гбег mile "south of Frost ЖОЙ 
OE Ide setonrtha east sido of Eucatumna Creek was organized. by James: 2 

E Moody: "and: sons in 1634.:. Because of & saw mill and high water, the: 
pechurch was: Фо. be moved, ‘but the members did not agre on tho 38510: 


churches, one ой each side of. wao сг agate‏ سم وت 


e 


SME Zion Baptist ‘church ek March, T a o. one mila j‏ و 

ELON LS: present location east of Sucatuuna, asreed in Saptenber, il‏ ری 
forma the ссісгеб people into a 68 body in the church.‏ .3671760 ا : 

S T dt. Luke Bapt ar ነ ` 

- pe sople in 16 5, Philadelphia Dapoict Chucch at Bbucatumna was 
ር organized in 1605, | | 


tist Church ал Vaynesto го was organized by the رت‎ 


مو نے ae‏ سب سا و شر سے جح ییں 
аө Ti JH‏ کن سی ри) ` ۳ Ps‏ 
D MC ATA. =‏ ۰ه “ጨዉ‏ 

4 


1 The bell x the Geneva Presbyterian Church at Eathorsville, 
organized 1509, kas ап interesting history. It was confiscated | 
+. from a church in Hobile, Alabama, to be used for fashioning ር5=55635» . 
1 The captain of tho Tan a 5025 plying the 2 ٦ Temblebee - 
кр Rivers; came into possassicn and used ib until he retired. He then |^. 
^ спе church, | | ОшТУ 


sold: At. to Dr, kathers fo 


T Luke Methedist Church near Prost Bridge was organized by بپ‎ 


ኩዚ tt‏ مہ 


H < رو‎ 4 i ` k 
МЕ "colored people in 1872. جج‎ | айсыз" 
E" E cm 


qr WINS be LUE vx 8 = 


: | 9-25 
The Waynesboro Collegiate Institute was built in 1692 in the 
NOE cornar of the courthouse square, The first public school 


ionths was taught by Miss Clara Pittman. 


; unty o organized in 1812 near Winchester . 
ett in د‎ 6 languages. о E 


; “Schools were kapan. аз рау, schools until 1874 when they becakó 
Ja frog 576596. Some of the pay schools were known as old field -..: 


ч, 


Hs *schools;: ‘so called because they were taught in vacant houses in 
‘deserted fields. One of ‘the pioneer school masters was Edward 


"Knaizravitiez, a Nobleman of Poland who was exiled for the Revolution 
ud 1230,. Another teacher of this time was the writer and educator | 


«Eliza We Davis, neo Ward. 
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CUSTOMS, HEALTH, INDUSTHIES, PRESS, BAR, 
AUD сома ОН | 


Some of the quaint customs of the carly churches ars Interesting. о 
strict,.and errant members were brought speed- о 
3 hp aniaccountb if they wished to remain on the church roll. The. 
pastors“or ministers kept a careful watch over. the members, and in many 
geen inst “tried to have а personal contact at least once during tho بې‎ 


because so few could read a 
tractoà met the reed ої tae, 
for Christian fellowship, кога Оз 


lo; roliings, singing schools, 
oster fights, barbecues 

socials in which the 550515 engaged. 71۰ 

ormed as early as 1878 Cases of | 

p were reported to the Board who instigated a quarantine- 

газ on roads to keep anyone from coming into or leaving . 
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AS w ae ot 

CAN OQU | 

Mrpracticing.under another’ doctor could rece 
Waxamination.-- Those who began practicing after 1872 had to take an ss 


አ = . x . -‏ ههه د کم 8 سه 
Чо сехашпаб1оп ог. have a license, .‏ 
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he earliest sawmills, owned by C. E. Everett, had nó 


1 5:3, 


factory at State Line. . The Indiens nade baskets. 


Ы КӨК او‎ : P: 
d almost continuously since 1885. 559 first ome was "The Falcon" 

፡ published in 1885 by Н. р. Fotzor. “the Mississippi Argosy" was 7 
E “published in Waynesboro by Van Axelsson, a Swede. In 1580 Jo! | 


“Benton published а paper. 


"i . Um. Bichop Horace Willard Dubose, a former pupil of Mrs. Eliza UV. 
~ rs ` Davis, nee Ward, became а Methodist minister, а teacher end ይ writer 
37 77755 Some of the lawyers of early dayz were General James Patton, 
3 z Judge Pownatan Ellis, and Governor John d, McRae, : 
| з ekavtsred in 1861. 154 8 ር: 


“The Waynesboro Lodge #249 we 
‘Aid Society wera soine of the. 


ү: Grange, the Sawing Circle, and Ladies 

ri early, organizations. | ы 
es АУ пуно a s ú ` 
Ж E > 


፣ family physicians. In tho : ` 


ነ m i ^ gd КЕС 
паа: Wayne County hes had no daily paper but has had a weekly paper. Pe 
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dba pioneer gotelerd oi Wayne County worG of English, 5 cot, and 
cotchelrish а ancessory. They came to this section from Morth Carolina, 
-Sout :ظط‎ Carolina, and Gcorgia: from where their parents had settled 
0ھ‎ a after coming direct from tho British Isles or fron tho cidar settlce 
7 ` ments in Virginia. They brought their families, slaves, and ench 
s household goods and Zoruing tools ап eculd be transported through tne 
-wiidernees,. Ther also bx nent thei love of liberty, tacir roligi "us 

| beliefs, end thoir desire for education and the better things of life. 
^7 .' The names of many of the settlers aad their family histories are still 
=” pU. 5 ር ና 2n | 


፡ 7 


7 7 AA William Спарта came here from славља тела, South Carolina, in 

ro 1 392% He married Hiss Ga مم‎ Craig, Ue settled in ho northeastern 
Cig part. of the ‘county о E е stage coacn routa leading to Mobile and his . 

A Hi оше: маг known as Chapman's Irn.. Ho had five cons end three daughters. - 


Hugh married Miss Elizabeth May, Thomas married Miss Elizabeth 
McDonald, William married Misa Adaline Grayson, James and Threshly 
married and settled in Jasper County, Могу Ann married M. Grayson, 


3 
او وما‎ n ги James Wilson Doherty end Caroline married Mr, ! Henoly. 


Y په فو"‎ Weal ey Cooley came from South Carolina soon afterthe Choctavs 
Ко.» седед Јава бо the United States at tho treaty of Mount Daxter in 1205. 
а Нева Лед on. Eucusta Creek, During the Var between the States he oe 
was appointed by the 2ئ‎ бо. look after dastitute women and children. 
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ቁ ficha. 50 idiers. 2 oe 

E PES e را مز‎ AE : 5 А E: . hoe 
22 s Benjamin ‘Collins moved fron бао "pia to South Carolina about 1800 پر‎ 
m = “а AT Ave 4 © 4 ` ~ ~ 31 

аше 08 the Mississippi Vorritory in 1511. | n 
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a ^ ` 

Ben Davis, 8 Revolutionary soldier iz oho Gsrolinas, and his‏ د m‏ له 
መ ae Cia. His son, Een Davis II, married‏ 


^ ae 7 <= ጻ 
ерда е 2 جو یہ‎ е" 


Па Wood, 


3 E 
5 ای‎ 


X His - 人‏ با 

i Benjamin returned ах ው = woes With n. £ 

T oen der where Без jamin married Terria 

Y. 

Ec | : 1 : 

x... uc Ren jamin Bruce Davis was born December 19, 1866. He wès the son 
نز اا‎ of Stangon and Eliza Jane Ward Davis, 


2 | ቁጭ E መ { s. Ae DM ~ - “>. "7 TI 
will a Davis coco from Darlington, South Carolina after wayne 
a, [л 1: ¿a € „ SUMA Pia Rate, ያጨ ٣٣ لے ہ,‎ ~ ~ d А ~ 
2 ` бошу Was creat у ils ancaster was Campion Pavio, 8. brother o£ 
4 pe w ም” ts 2d = ~ 
ሯ in hore was wosb of Chickesawhay Rives 
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f ናሰር Davia’ pre مت‎ 


and he was buried in a cemetery nearby. 


‘Daniels was born at MidWwEy 3 Bullock County 

2% 3 1278. 

was a nat ive of شی مر‎ Па live at xela ster 

"ага died at Piceno Visgi nia. He was flrov 6 of the suprone court 
“district of the southeastern port of the state, United States 92565 يې و‎ 

5; ада Minister to Lexico. سو و‎ 
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obn Tias 7-2 from Edgefield Distri South Carclina to ዝያ: 


240; 
ounty.in 1610. He Sarak Uheks. E 


še бо 

X77: near; سیت‎ River 

y ~ š: QS 

ic EE me “Willian 了 Falconer cane to Wayne Ослу with his Urotherse ERE 

ү. the 56858 Án 1831. He settled on the yoso side of Oni ickasawnay Piver 
| sn what is now Beat ke. His соп, Saomns Storling Falconer, mavrrlod . 

E 1 Rebecca Ann са Creagh in 35 ም ው Duils “Silver Lake in 1029» | Tho 

DK MM lake for | which t по hone was nanc tas disappeared. и 
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= ~ ~ nay .ፒ “ቀ ግ ` ወ „ та Ë К v 5 Ze 
sors came foga олати: vo Massachnectus end 
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anco 
Georgia to DÜ Буба, adier 1770. 


= ‘Squire Gatl РР 
Ue уза . South Carolina and 

፡፡ Glinch Gray moved to Wayne تحت‎ Етол Zaguctn 226 2566 and 

? she delegates CO GAG 


т ፦ . оба "E 
Eo wag ono оі ve 


РАД ы e Us S, Surveyor Conoral, ЕЕЕ 
| First Constitubionat Convention, 1817. 


2 Wayna County. رب 2872 هه‎ | ባም a 
ہہت‎ and Charles tusbor nds 5 бб from Hollie gas They pit а 51650 | d 
: 2 Indians land. | Жу 
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V Ruben and George Johnson came t 
ust 11, 1955. 2 : ፡ 
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EG So СРЯ devez cama Go. дүш Counts гош Sous Cerolira 2X 1245) 

ЕЧ алд settled opposite Wincnester. 
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duy موی‎ Кү: James Legge ett end fanily moved to 7ب‎ from Georgia vie 

ov ut Coving ton County. 

BIS ۱ 

T MIL СРИ Tucker Lowery Was bom 5265:256ጅ 29, 1607 in Georgia, 

8 “ነ 00۳8ا‎ his Scote: impish parents made саз home on coding to serica. 

t He mars ried Hiss | Lucendia Wilson. 565 was tuo County Sheriff in Ggorzgiz 

| “for a number ot years. After coming vo clarke County, [14 8285643553... ' 
he "served as Tex Collector. He finaliy sottlod at Ducaátunáüa ነከር ሠ bis 

.16285 وا 


sony Wil Mem, was born on 265252 lbs 
Carolina; near One row Or. 


ze | "Ben Мез idor bora in Anon County, Eorth 

ነ. #6ክ5ሮኞዕቫ, settled in Winchester about 1609 eg ronoving from Lauder rdale 
7 Countys. Mississippi. He cuned and operated а gin and saw 113114: = ow. 
: i j John ! و‎ tether of Governor John Je Monae who moved froh АРА A SE 
87 “North Carolina in 1817 setticd near паа Creek. На oponed & аза 
pe” “mercantile b busines ond operated barges; Bucatumna Creck, Саі скасах may * 


River, Pascagoula : Piyer to Kew Orleans 


поле was поб! а oi tdincoestbor 


eg Colonel john Horne » who was born in 1795 C 2:56 fron M IL sdeoville, 
^ Georgia; in 1016 with a “horse a, saddle and Veto. 60, He lived in 
Winchester: 25631 1837. Moving to Muzhersville he bui 1% а hone end 
served ۰۸9۰.027 and. “County Repre: EIU LTO o 
ы ያይን ЖА К . š 
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